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Encoding "Everyday Life in America": Constantin Boym's Practice of Conceptual Design

fEAE~  Keiko Hashimoto
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Abstract

In the world of American product design, "good design"
seems to have become synonymous with "good form."
It appears that "styling" or "cover design" in the 1950s
is still one of dominant approaches to design in the USA
in the 21st Century. Many designers make a special
effort to develop their own "signature style," and the
American public welcomes and encourages this ten-
dency.

Despite this situation, there are designers who refuse
to create a new form or "style." Instead, they borrow
motifs from ordinary American objects, and use them as
metaphors in a highly conceptual manner. One critic
has called this a "celebration of the everyday," and these
designers have received widespread recognition for their
work in the field.

A Russian-born American, Constantin Boym (1955- )
is one of the designers who "celebrate the everyday."
He uses ordinary objects such as drain pipes found in
the toilets of many American homes and kitsch sofa
components sold through the Sears mail-order catalog.
In his design, the signs of American everyday life that
are indicated by these objects are "encoded."

Boym's highly conceptual design is significant not
only for its ability to draw our attention to the everyday
condition, but also because it forces us to reconsider the
relationship between people and design. This article
attempts to elucidate the structure of Boym's conceptual
approach in order to highlight its significance as a new

form of product design.

Keywords: Constantin Boym, Product Design, Everyday
Life, USA-21st Century, Conceptual Design, Emotion,
Encoding
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