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Is Claudine a New Heroine? : Contradictions of "Feminism" in Early Colette
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Abstract
This paper examines contradictory relationships be-
tween women's image in early Colette and feminism
with reference to her Claudine series. Even if Colette
saw herself as anti-feminist, many feminists have evalu-
ated her works. Indeed, some of her heroines seem to
be new women, but they remain traditional particularly
in her earlier works. Yet, few studies have been con-
cerned with this contradiction.

Claudine values feminine body but is critical of femi-
nine spirit in both sexes. In particular, the image of a
cat is used to emphasise on sex appeal of women.
However, the metaphor of the cat only becomes positive
when it is applied to Claudine. Then, our heroine, who
has once obeyed to the patriarchy but consequently re-
turned to Nature, acquires a feminine paradise where
man's power does not operate. Once objectified in
sexual relations to men, she recovers her subjectivity by
reducing men's sexual authority and choosing a secluded
life in the Nature. Moreover, while it seems that the
bond between women is rarely addressed, the heroine
can only establish feminine solidarity with her cat.

Even if there still is the old image of women, the na-
ture and the cat, two negative expressions of femininity
in the general dichotomy, function paradoxically as
positive representations of femininity. In my view, this
has to be an original tactic employed by Colette.

Text Culture, Colette,
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