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The Music of Sitson Ma and Hsing-hai Hsien in China

FEHBAH#  Asuka Fujii
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Abstract

The modern period in Chinese music was under the
necessity of 'New' music, associated with the accep-
tance of Western music in the Mid-Nineteenth- Cen-
tury. In that period, there were two composers,
Although these

two composers advocated that 'New' music should

Sitson Ma and Hsing-hai Hsien.

approach Chinese tastes and elements, the apprecia-
tion of their music was contradicting their attempts.

In this paper, I approached the following points;
1) consideration and comparison of their opinion on
the future of 'New' music, 2) examination of their
process of creating 'New' music. In order to ap-
proach these points, I referred to their memos, arti-
cles and thesis. These considerations were aimed to
give the opportunity to revaluate these two compos-
ers.

Consequently, it became apparent that their dif-
ferent opinions on folk songs and war songs reached
their different opinions on 'New' music. Moreover, it
was also found that both of two composers regarded
'New' music as 'Chinese Music', and tried to give the

meaning of Chinese identity to 'New' music.

Keywords: China, Acceptance of Western Music,
Modernization, Westernization, Sinicization, 'New'

Music, 'Chinese Music'
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