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Narashige Koide and the Modernism of the Hanshin Area
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Abstract

This paper examines the relationship between the evolu-
tion of Narashige Koide’s artwork and the modernism in
the Hanshin area.

The works of Koide are often interpreted as being in-
fluenced by the popular taste of his home-town Osaka.
Nonetheless, he lived in the modern cities after 1920’s.
After moving to Ashiya, he owned a western atelier, and
created many nude works of women. Then, Koide
made the illustrations for Tadekuu mushi, a novel of
Jyunichiro Tanizaki. As he knew the landscape of the
Hanshin area very well, which is the scene of this story,
it wasn’t very difficult for him to draw it. Moreover,
his pictures were frequently used for ornaments in mod-
ern architecture. As a consequence, the development
of his work is heavily related to the modernization of
this area.

While, he is appreciated for the originality of his nude
work, he is also criticized for the depersonalization and
the « objectization » of women. Indeed, many of his
nudes lack a face and emphasize the buttock of the
models. Koide considered the elimination of the face
as modern, which shows that he was influenced by the
modernism of western art. Notwithstanding, he didn’t
idealize the women like western modern art did, but
tried to underline the unbalanced body of Japanese
women as one of their major characteristics. Further-
more, the modernism of his work can be recognized by
the fact that he realized the illustration of newspapers

accessible to and read by the general public.

Keywords: Modernism of the Hanshin Area, Narashige

Koide, Women's Nude, Jyunichiro Tanizaki, Matisse
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