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Ernest Chaplet and Art Nouveau: Mastery over Glaze in the Century of Science
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Abstract

The Ceramics Art Nouveau are really artistic ceramics
which were created at the end of the 19th Century by
artists trying to find new expressions superior to those
of the past. The purpose of this paper is to examine the
formation and the latent significance of the highly
original glaze made by Ernest Chaplet (1835-1909),
who is one of the representative ceramic artists of Art
Nouveau in France.

In the France of the 19th Century, the national manu-
factory of Seévres promoted chemical studies pertaining
to ceramics. This paper examines the chemical studies
at this manufactory and makes clear that chemists stud-
ied the composition of the glaze and biscuit for ceramics
in order to make it possible to decorate French porce-
lains with beautiful glaze like that of Chinese porcelains,
and that their studies obtained good results.

Also, this paper examines the works of ceramic art
made by Ernest Chaplet after 1880 and makes clear that
Chaplet was also enthralled by the beauty of the glaze on
the Chinese porcelains moreover, he put the glaze into
practice with the help of the results of chemical research
then, finally he procured a highly original glaze from his
own experiences, and that his novel glaze had original
qualities expressive of a naturalism which can represent
mineral textures and botanical or animal epidermis.

The 19th Century is the century of science and posi-
tivism, so in those days people benefited from science
and technology in many spheres, including ceramics.
This paper verifies that Chaplet's glaze was related to
the science of the 19th Century, and that it was this
glaze which embodied the naturalism of Ernest Chaplet.
Art Nouveau, France,
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Abstract

This paper examines, starting with Manet's decorative
plan for the new Paris City Hall (1879), the relations
between Zola's novels from The Belly of Paris (1873) to
Ladies' Paradise (1883) and contemporary paintings by
Manet and Impressionists. The general belief is that
the joint struggle of Zola and Manet climaxed in the late
1860s.
shared social themes as republicans extended through
the 1870s until Manet's death in 1883.

A chief concern for the early French Third Republic

However, this paper demonstrates that their

was to revive the city of Paris from the disasters of
Franco-Prussian War and Paris Commune and recon-
struct it as the new capital. Among all, the painters
intended to "decorate" the monotonous city, renewed by
Haussmann in the Second Empire, into a diverse, vital
and brilliant space. Manet's plan for a mural painting
may be considered as a part of such republican "decora-
tion." Zola's novel, The Belly of Paris, depicts the
Central Marketplace of iron and glass being made col-
orful by the "taches" of various vegetables and fruits,
which possibly suggested a new technique for Renoir,
Monet and Caillebotte.

of Florin's chamber in the novel seems to have influ-

The "revolutionary decoration"

enced the cityscape decked with flags by Monet and
Manet. Especially Manet's Rue Mosnier paintings,
contrasting the newly developed city with the misery of
demonstrate the social

the working class, same

consciousness as L'Assommoir and Nana. Finally,
Manet's Bar at the Folies-Bergéres precedes Zola's
novel on the department store, in focusing on the
barmaid or shop girl, a new profession brought forth by

the increasing commercialism in the 1880s.

Keywords: Text Culture, Visual Culture, Emile Zola,
Edouard Manet, Impressionists, Third Republic,

Cityscape



