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The Impact of Modern Printing Technology on Yuefenpai in China at the Beginning of the 20th Century, Seen in

the Articles and Advertisement in Shenbao
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Abstract

At the beginning of the 20th century, the Qing Dynasty
was facing the domestic and external problems and ac-
celerating the speed of its collapse. At the same time,
the intellects in China came not only to accept the sci-
ence and technology of the West passively, but also to
pay attention to a modern political thought and a na-
tional system of the West more positively, trying to find
out a way of saving China. In such a situation, Yue-
fenpai appeared in the advertisements as a new popular
medium in Shanghai.

These years, people show great concern for Yuefenpai.
However, there are few researches on how Yuefenpai
turned a popular medium of advertisements during the
first 2 decades of the 20th century, which appeared as
ship schedule calendars at the beginning. In particular,
there are almost no researches on whether the develop-
Up to
now, most researches on Yuefenpai tend to analyze the

ment of printing affected the using of Yuefenpai.

composition and the chart image that appears on Yue-
fenpai, taken as 'Art works'. Such researches are sepa-
rated from the historical and social background of the
appearance and development of Yuefenpai, at last lead-
ing to a trivialized understanding of Yuefenpai.

This research pays attention to the process how Yue-
fenpai turned a new concern of the general public in
China at the beginning of the 20th century, and dis-
cusses how modern printing technique influenced Yue-
fenpai, taking 2 printing companies ( The Commercial
Press in China and Seihan Printing Co. Ltd. in Japan) as
examples. Moreover, the process of how Yuefenpai
turned commercial advertisements from calendar is to
be discussed, based on a Chinese national enterpriser
Huangchujie's advertisement on a daily newspaper,

Shenbao in Shanghai.

Keywords: Yuefenpai, Lithography, Collotype, Offset,
The Commercial Press, Seihan Printing Co. Ltd.,
Huangchujiu
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