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Reconsidering Manet's La Musique aux Tuileries (1) : Meaning as a Collective Portrait
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Abstract

In La Musique aux Tuileries(1862), to the left, Manet
himself, along with fellow artists and critics are depicted.
This tableau is a type of "collective portrait," however,
while each individual is identified, the nature of the gath-
ering is nearly never discussed. This paper focuses on
Manet's friendships and artistic beliefs, notably his rela-
tionship with Baudelaire, to clarify the meaning of this
collective portrait.

Gathered here are literary figures and art critics of the
generations from Romanticism to Realism including the
eldest Baron Taylor, Gautier, Baudelaire, and Champ-
fleury (?), along with the slightly younger generation of
Manet and fellow artists such as Balleroy, Brunet, Astruc,
and Fantin-Latour (or Bracquemond). They shared
common aesthetic concerns for Spanish painting, etchings,
and Japonism, and were a "Post-Realist" group that
sought novel artistic expressions to replace the traditional
Academic art. Moreover, they worked to develop a
structure for exhibition, distribution and sales to counter
the existing system centered in the Academy of Fine Arts
and Salons. Société Nationale des Beaux-Arts and So-
cieté des Aquafortistes established both in 1862 were the
results of their efforts. This collective portrait features
also Les Commandant Lejosne, who gathered the artistes
at their Republican salon. We speculate that the lady at
the front left is Mme Paul Meurice, a close acquaintance
of Baudelaire and Manet. Her husband was Hugoist and
she played Wagner. Finally, we will consider reasons

for Manet's positioning to the left in this painting.

Keywords: Text Culture, Visual Culture, Edouard Manet,
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