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Reconsidering Manet's La Musique aux Tuileries (2) : The Mystery of the Central Part
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Abstract
In the center of La Musique aux Tuileries (1862), an
unfinished and unfocused sketch remains. This paper
will attempt to analyze this mystery through the per-
spectives of formalism and social history.

From the formalistic perspective, the unfocused
sketch in central part is a subversion of the traditional
values of Western painting. In terms of traditional
paintings, the center of a tableau is considered a place
for the gods and deified, and Manet appears to have
aimed to avoid giving meaning to this ambiguous area.
Furthermore, placing a sketch that is the utmost opposite
of completeness in an area that originally requires com-
pletion may be considered a reversing of Academism
norms, and presenting the new value of focusing on the
process rather than the finishing of paintings.

Secondly, from the viewpoint of social history, the
emptiness in the center may be interpreted as a repre-
sentation of the emptiness of Napoleon III's regime.
The musician who accompanied la féte impériale was
Offenbach. His Orphée aux Enfers (1858) parodies
myth, and engulfs the entire society in pleasure and
laughter. The lady at the left-of-center exhibiting a
grotesque smile may be a caricature of Offenbach's
"Laugh."

may be a projection of Baudelaire's "Widow."

Similarly, the lady with a child on the right
This
paper examines the meanings of these two female im-
ages, and clarifies that in this tableau assembled around
Baudelaire (an admirer of Wagner) and Offenbach as
core components, Manet was cleverly hiding his criti-
cism toward Napoleon III while representing the con-

temporary society.

Keywords: Text Culture, Visual Culture, Edouard Manet,
Charles Jacques Offenbach, Richard
Wagner, Second Empire

Baudelaire,
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