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The 2 Beat Vocal Expression during the Period of Japanese Acquisition: Observation of an Infant from the Age of

11-17 Months
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Abstract

We have been studying continuously to acquire an under-
standing of Japanese prosody, that is the base of musical
We
have already clarified the features of the 3 beat vocal ex-

growth of an infant growing up in Japanese culture.

pression by looking at the data of an infant from 11 to 14
months. In this paper, we will investigate the features of
the 2 beat vocal expression. Now, we will look at the next
development of the 2 beat vocal expressions.
(D The First Stage: Babble like expressions of the 2 beat
vocal expression (from 11 to 12 months)
The 2 beat vocal expressions of a baby of 11 months
are singly expressions like babble. Usually, expres-
sions of a baby at 12 months are random and repeated.
@ The Second Stage: The babble development period
(from 13 months)
At this stage, a 13 months old baby is still babbling,
representing the 2 beat vocal expression. Her expres-
sions are random, coincidental, and she talks to herself.
But her tempo and rhythm is steadier than the first
stage.
(@ The third stage: Transition period of babble (from 14
months)
At this stage, the baby starts to recognize and use the 2
beat vocal expressions that are meaningful.
@ The Final Stage: Development of meaningful expres-
sions (from 15 to 17 months)
At this stage, the baby begins to expend her develop-
ment to a wide range of meaningful 2 beat vocal ex-
pressions.
Moreover, some features are recognized, regularity of
thythm, synchronization of voice and movement, and

diversity of utter.

Keywords: Period of Language Acquisition, Japanese,
Rhythm, 2 Beat Vocal Expression, Acoustic Analysis
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