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Cubic Expression in the Propaganda Graphic Magazine Front as a Development of Photo-reportage and

Constructivism During World War II in Japan

JIAHE

Kenji Kawamoto

B=

HRIRF T IZHAT SNV RN E AR T 7 HEFETFRONT ]
WX, EDTTT7 400 T HFAL DEDESING, 7T 73
FEINIPPONJ & A CRMfiS AV T&E T2, LnL, /)&
L CIFRONTJ% R7-54& . TOEDOENTT7 497
THA L DEITUSMNE | Z<ORFRMEN G FH T
%, T TARIR L TIE, ZDOIFRONT JDNLARI 72 HE
AORFEICIEA L, FFRONTJ@ZEE@%%%%L@KO

T, B ORI T, 777 HEGETNIPPON J &
TFRONTJO#mEENEFEL, THERK ) LD REFRIZ OV THR
BB, Rk a7 —T o) 22— L, 201
FEATEO TS = X LZTEB) O THBEIZEASh
TEFETHD, TDFEIL, ZORMRODIRE L HERS
Bl2p LB ERSBRL, AT E (T4 M LRV Z—
Vo) LIRS G EEBOFELZFN-OThHDH,

T LTl BB G EDOMREDHHPHHE I HE K
PEDS, BEMR FIELLTLIRBL TV EZ2H 5
7%,

ZLTHTIE, TFRONTJO F oIl EEERR &2 DL
RHIRBUZ DWW TE LT 5, BAERIZIL, [FRONTJE
BAGR DTN RIE BT 78 2 O BEAR PR ER A AR ET L L A
Rk EFE BN KBS T HERERRIC TR B
LWl a5 35, £io, EBRICTFRONT]A i
ZET, TR RIARDIEREIZ OV THIEZRL TV,
ZORER TLIFEJD SO 7 B G B D 7T 7 MEZE72
T R EREZIBRT D777 HE DR o
722 &% RL, [FRONTINAHEEIESBLE D DD
THERK ) MEZ T RE LTS 727 7 Mg Ch oo 2%
B9 52812785 TH A,

F—T—R: 25 7 3{k. [FRONTJ. &
BART T 7 MRS, MRk R

143

Abstract

The propaganda graphic magazine Front, issued during
the Second World War years, was evaluated for its
high-quality graphic design along with the graphic
magazine Nippon. However Front, in light of “the
thing,” has a great deal of unique content as well as
high-quality graphic design technique. This paper fo-
cuses on Cubic features in Front and considers its
uniqueness.

The first half of this paper considers Nippon and
Front from the point of view of the relationship between
the editing of graphic magazines and “Construction.”
“Construction,” “Collage,” and “Montage” were the
techniques frequently used in the modern art movement
in the first half of the 20th century. The techniques
related strongly to advertising and graphic magazine
expression in this era, and formed the basis of photo-
graphic expression called “photo-reportage.” The paper

reveals that “Construction” as the rational technique
infiltrated every aspect of photo-reportage editing.

The latter half of this paper considers the production
theory of Front and Cubic expression. Specifically,
consideration of a collection of papers of Propaganda
Techniques Study Group “Hodo Gijyutu Kenkyukai”
which was closely-linked Front, confirms that Front had
Constructivist influences not only in its expression but
And it checks up Front
The

results indicate that there was a stream of graphic maga-

also in its production process.

of distinctive book style by actually seeing Front.

zines that pursued constructivism as well as graphic
magazines such as Life, and point out that Front was the
unique magazine that has “Construction” of both ra-

tionality and irrationality.

Keywords: Media Culture, FRONT, Photo-reportage,

Propaganda Graphic Magazine, Constructivism
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