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Toru Takemitsu and "Ethnic" Composers of the Prewar Period in Japan: Yasuji Kiyose, Fumio Hayasaka, and their

Recognition of "Japanese" Music
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to examine how Toru
Takemitsu (1930-1996), a famous Japanese composer,
was influenced by Yasuji Kiyose (1900-1981) and Fu-
mio Hayasaka (1914-1955) who had composed under
the prewar folk spirit in Japan.

Like Kiyose, people who were born in the Meiji Era
were familiar with Japanese music, but they had to learn
Western music as a symbol of modernization. Kiyose's
pieces which were composed with emphasis on his own
style can be considered to be influenced by Bartok who
tried to compose with materials such as mode and folk
songs.

In the early Showa Era when Hayasaka began to
compose, much contemporary Western music had al-
ready been introduced in Japan and many Japanese
composers were conscious of modern Western musical
activities. Gradually the tide of the war influenced
their works, so composers had to be conscious about
“Japan” more than ever. Hayasaka had an antipathy to
Japanese composers who had used Japanese folk songs
with Western harmony easily, because he thought of the
East as opposed to the West. Therefore he considered
the essential features of the Eastern arts that he wanted
to use as a cornerstone of his creations. After World
War I, he developed the idea of Pan-asianism, but did
not embody the methodology.

Toru Takemitsu began to compose after World Warll .
At first he had to deny works composed during World
Warll. But for his direction of creation, he was firmly
influenced by Kiyose's attitude of focusing on his own
feelings and Hayasaka's idea about creating contemporary

music through the essential expression of Eastern arts.

Keywords: Sound Culture, Text Culture, Yasuji Kiyose,

Fumio Hayasaka, Toru Takemitsu, Pan-asianism
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