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Perspective Transformation in Students who Help Support the Learning of
Japanese as a Foreign Language

— A Study of the Kobe University Summer Program in Japanese Language and Culture —

MIZUNO Mariko, Richard HARRISON, TAKANASHI Shino

This is a study of the perspective transformations that took place in
students studying at Kobe University who participated as ‘supporters in our
2010 and 2011 Summer Programs. We collected data on their perspectives before
and after participating in the courses, and analyzed it using a Grounded Theory
approach. We found that their perspectives towards cross-cultural interaction,
Japanese language and culture were transformed greatly as a result of
interacting with international students during this intensive course.

A major feature of this course is that it brings together students from
different disciplines across the university, through the cooperation developed
between the International Student Center, the Graduate School of Humanities
and The Graduate School of Intercultural Studies. This provides a unique
‘interface’ for Japanese and International students to interact. We hope that this
cooperation can be extended to other faculties throughout the university, and
that we can expand this ‘interface’ to include ‘supporter’ participation in
regular Japanese language classes held at the International Student Center.

In summary, our findings highlight the role of the International Student
Center as a place that can deliver programs that bring together both Japanese
and International students, at undergraduate and postgraduate level, to engage
in rich forms of cross-cultural learning that help to develop their global

perspectives.



