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AN EVALUATION OF TWELVE CITIES IN ASIA
FOR PROSPECTIVE HUB SITES

Hidenobu MATSUMOTO

This paper analyzes which cities in East and Southeast Asia will be prospective hub sites in the future,
taking into consideration the rapid increase of demand for air service and the world-wide deregulation of
air transportation.

Potential twelve Asian cities are evaluated in terms of camulative Work Load Unit(WLU) kilometer,
based on the fact that the decision of location for hub sites depends on the strategies of airlines. The
results illustrate that Hong Kong, Taipei and Manila would have immense advantages as a hub in
intra-Asia. Of the twelve cities evaluated, Beijing, Shanghai and Seoul would serve the Asian region
with the fewest cumulative WLU kilometer as a gateway to Europe, whereas Tokyo, Osaka and Seoul
as a gateway to America. As a hub for all air passenger and cargo flows, Hong Kong, Taipei and
Shanghai would be highly ranked, while Seoul, Beijing, Osaka and Tokyo could have the possibilities to
become a hub site if the progress of aviation technology is taken into account.



