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Urban Migrants’ Settlement Consciousness in the ‘Urban Village’ in China

A Case Study of ‘Sungang Village’ in Shenzhen

In the past 30 years, urbanization has advanced quickly along with industrialization in China.
The ratio of urban population in China reached 51.3% in 2011, which was the first time it exceeded
50%. Although half of the population are currently living in the cities, a lot of problems arose due
to the high-speed urbanization. Different types of migrants move to the city with different purposes,
however, most of them can not settle down, as their own lifestyle and values are not urbanized
completely. During the process of urbanization, there are a number of mixed communities existing
between the rural and the urban area called ‘urban village’, which provides accommodation to
urban migrants. The ‘urban village’ plays an important role in preventing the occurrence of the
above problems.

In recent years, citizenization of peasant migrants has become a major issue with their increased
migration from rural to the urban area. Although it is continuously being said that the difficulty
of relocating peasant migrants in the cities is greatly related to the household registration system,
only few studies have actually looked into their subjective opinions. Thus, I focused on the
understanding of the urban migrants’ feeling about their own adaptation issues in the cities, and
examined how they feel about making their own plans for better residence in the future.

I conducted a survey using a structured questionnaire, as well as a semi-structured interview
from a so-called ‘urban village’ in Shenzhen. My analysis showed that their settlement
consciousness in Shenzhen is still not strong enough, although more than half of them tend to stay
in the city. However, it is yet to know which city they are planning to settle themselves down.

I found that the most significant factor of settlement consciousness is the economy, especially
for families with children as the cost of living in the city could be a huge burden for them. Even for

migrants who have settlement consciousness, if they did not have sufficient income to stabilize their
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living, they are more likely to leave the city.

In addition, the influence from the family cannot be ignored. The result of my investigation
showed that parents are more likely to be influenced by their children in a household. They pay
more attention to their children than themselves. When opting for settlement, married people focus
more on their own family.

Many migrants chose the ‘urban village’ not because the farming village element still remains
in such area, but also because the rental cost in an ‘urban village’ is cheaper; moreover, the
convenience. However, the further the urbanization progresses, the more indispensable the
reconstruction of the ‘urban village’ gets. This may lead to an increase in the rental cost. Therefore,

the number of cheaper houses for migrants to live in cities may be reduced.



