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Study on the Natural Funeral in accordance with the Development of
Funeral Culture

Woo-hwan AN/ Translator: Satoru TANAKA

Abstract

The green burial including scattering has been a custom disposing the dead of infancy, the sick
and have-not-descendants. With the shift from agricultural society to the information age, the
funeral culture has been changed rapidly from interment to cremation. Also, past funeral rituals
focused filial piety, but now, efficiency and sanitation are more important in modern funerals.

Cremation rates rise rapidly in U.S.A. and Europe, the green burial called natural disposal is
replacing interment. Korea legislated green burial in July, 2008. Korean law designates green burial
as burying cremation ashes under trees, grasses or besides them. But, it excludes traditional
scattering, does not present lots of green burial model. I will review the meanings and intentions of
the green burial, analyze issues, and then I will try to bring up new directions for activating green

burial.
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