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The purpose of this study is to investigate a case of evacuating nursery infants in urban area, through an
interview survey in a childcare facility which had evacuated from tsunami after the 2011 Earthquake off the
Pacific Coast of Tohoku.

The main results of the survey are as follows: The childcare facility is located 1.4 km away from nearest
hill, but a tree-story tsunami building located 100 m was designated as evacuation shelter in order to save
time of climbing severe slopes. After the earthquake, children aged 3-5 years old formed evacuation group
by age and were guided to walk under lead of teachers, and children aged 0-2 years old were guided using
sling rope and multiple-passenger baby strollers. The quick evacuation decision-making after the
earthquake, the shorter evacuation route owning to improvement of evacuation route, and other factors
contributed to the rapid response.

The childcare facility was totally destroyed by tsunami and the evacuation shelter was flooded up to the
second floor. The sheltering place inside the building should be changed due to the increasing danger of
coming tsunami strike and tsunami fire. Recently, nursery schools that are located in the seaside tend to
designate evacuation shelters in ever higher places, concerning tsunami fire risk. As future issues, to
evaluate the effectiveness of the urban evacuation plan in nursery schools, it is necessary to investigate the
evacuation speed of children and multiple-passenger baby strollers, as well as the influence of
uneven/inclined paths existing in the evacuation route.
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