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Arabic Leamer Corpus (ALC) v2 

-A New Written and Spoken Corpus of Arabic Leamers-

AbdullahALFAIFI 

Univorsity afLeeds 

_ATWELL 

Univorsity afLeeds 

Hedaya JBRAHEEM 

Al-ImamMuhsromadlbnSaudIslarni: Uniwrsity 

_ct 
Arabic leorner ootpOl"Il haw not received enough attention, portirularly fur lesming Arabic as a 

second lBnguage iln Arabic speaking countri..,). IlaBed on the li_ture, there are a few projects 

are developing Arabic Ieorner corpora. of which most are not freely available for users or 

l'ElBEl8l'cller. In addition to that they are intended to assist in the language acquisition of.Arabic as 

a fhreign lBnguage <"<oIIectedfrom !earners studymgArabic m non'Arabic speaking oountri..,). The 

present ... per .urns '" mawuce the Arabic Leamer Qn-pus. It is bemg developed at Leeds 

University, and oomprises of.282,732 words, oollected froml.eamers of.Arabic in SaudiArabia. The 

corpus includes written and spoken data produced by 942 students, from 67 diffimmt nationalities 

studyDJg at _-univemity and urnvemity levels. The ... per fucuses on two angl", of this _ 

the design criteria and the conten~ The design criteria cftheALe discuss thetsrgetlanguage, the 

...,.ticipants, the corpus ,;.., the mat..rials included, the method of data collection, the metsdata 

of the corpus mat..riaIs and contributors, and tat distribution. The second part, ALe =-is 

illustmted based on 26 elements representing the corpus metsdata. The goal of the ALe is '" 

provide an open-eource of data fur BOme linguistic researeh areas related. to Arabic language 

lesming and teocbing. So, the cozpus data is available fur download m TXT and XML furmats, 

hand"Wl"itten sheets which are in PDF format as well as the audio recordings wb:icb. are available 

inMP3 format. 
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I Introduction 

Leomercmpomare ~y bemgusedm"""" Iinguistic~ ...... oruchasl.onguage 

Teaclring and Leanring, Applied LID.guistics, LexU:ogn.phy, eh:. .. well .. for other purposes oruch 

.. Em»- AnaJyms, L.ornem' Improvement Monitoring, l.onguage Matorials IlesignID.g, 

Con_live lnt.>r-Ianguage Analysis, Building Leomers' Dictionaries and Common Errors 

Di<:timunies. H"""""" • lack of dewIopjng freely .vmIable learner cmpom for Arahio may 

m.t..pret the sImrtage of ~ onArahio in the linguistic """""'" areas aforementimred. This 

paper mtroduces the open'BOUroO Ali] project, which includes 282,732 words of written and 

spoken matorials coIIected from Arabic leamers m Saudi Arabia. The maID. goo! of this project is 

fur the .AI.C to be used. as a data source to serve as a researeh tool far the Arabic language. 

particulBrly for Ieoming and reaclJing Arabic as • eecond language mArabic-speaking COIll1tries. 

II Uleralure Review 

The li_ture oonfirms that th.Arahio learner cmpom have not received enough ._Iion, as 

• qWte few projects of dewIopjng Arabic learner cmpom can be found, wlrich are mt.nded for 

Arahio ... foreign language Ii:oIIectod from leamers studying Arabic in nmrArahio speaking 

oountrieol, oruch as thePiiotAmbK:Leomer Cmpus i'Abuhakema eta!., 2(08), Cmpus ofL2Arabic 

~ leamers U!assan & Daud, 2011), andArabic Learners Wri_ Cmpus (Farwaneh & 

Tamimi, 2D12l.A briefreview of these cmpom is given below. 

2.1 PlIotArabic Leamer Capus (PALC) 

Aamding tD Ahuhakema et a!. C2oo6>, this ""PUS is designed tD include around 9.000 words of 

Arabic wri_ matorials produced by American native speakers of English who IeamArabic as. 

foreign language (AFL). Two lewis wen> mclurled, illbmnediste (3818 woro.> and advanced (4741 

won:W. Some afthe learners' texts were written while the learners were studying Arabic in the 

United Sta .... wIriIst othenJ wen> produced whan they want tD study abroad m Arab COIll1tries. A 

_ of error annotation was developed - adopting FRIDA (Gnmger, 20030) -tD mark."p the 

learners' errors. 

2.2 Capus of MaIays"ns Alat;c l.eama!s 

Thiswri_ootpUS was mainly designed tDmwstiga1othemisuseofArabiccanjuncfuns amoog 

learners. It includes .pproximately 240,000 wonIa, produced by 60 _ty studen .. (97% of 

them were MalaysiBDa) during their first and eecond year of their Arabic major degree at the 

Depm1ment of Arabic Longuage and Li_tum, ln10matimlBl Islamic University MalByBia. The 

corpus materials include descriptive and comparative essays produced on the oomputer using 

Microsoft Ward ";!bDUt any help from native speakers U!assan & Daud, 2011). 

Itseemstbattheprevioustwooorporaarenotfreelyavailab1efurpubl:icuseanditwasnotspecified 

otherwUoe by the cmpom ds.eIopem. 
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2.3Arabic l.eamen! W~ Corpus (ALWC) 

Mataials oftheArabic Leaman. -. Cmpus ""'" produced by"mrnativeArabic sp_ 
from the USA and were oollecb>d over • period of 15 """",. TIris """'" includes around 35,000 

wmds ~ three levels iheghmer, m-,t.. and advanced), and three text genres 

<descriptive, IIIIll"Iltive and inatrw:tionaJ). It was developed over two phases, the alln m the first 

phase is tD offer • data source fur bypotheals testing and fur develnping t..acbing mataials, m the 

second phase the """'" is mtendad tD be tagged fur errors Cmnrpbological, syntactic and 

orthograplric emn-s> .. well .. the characteristics of each leveLALWC is.wiliIbIe fur downlnadm 

PDF furmat files (F8l"W8lleb. & Tamimi, 2OuJ. 

The previous review of the Arabic Ieamer cotpOl"Il reveals that there is alack of'freely available' 

leomer cmpora, particularly those that may have been oollecb>d from Arabic speaking aruntries. 

The present project aims tDfill this gap by oompiling a systematicArabic Ieamer"""", tD be used 

m...........w on Arabic language leanring and t..acbing.1n addition tD the prev;ous three cmpora, 

the demgn criteria fur theALC waa based on revWwffigthe CeDfzelbr Eng/iah CmpusIiDguistirs 

(CECLllist oflaamer cotpOl"Il (~& Dumon~ 2(12) m cmJ... tD identify the beat practice m 

such proj_, the next section explores the demgn criteria oftheALC. 

III Design Criteria oflheALC 

Itis believed that a smaller hoDllJ8"l1"OUll"""'" whiclJ. features a high quality demgn is far more 

wluahle than alBrger =t>us (lliange!; 1993). ThereIbre, a specific criteria had tD be demgnad fur 

theALC data, as it is in.tended. to consist of anumber of sub-corpara (natiJleVB.1lOD-natiJle8].l6!lkeza, 

maiesw.femo/es,pre-unimlait;yvs. ~and wn_VB.~. 'lbefullowingareaswere 

given considemtion when looking at the demgn criteria fur the ALC: the _ language, "" 

partici_"', the """'" .n.e, the mataials included, the method of data coIIectKm, the metadata 

of the =t>us materials and the contributors, and the text distribution. 

3.1Tmgot Language 

There were two """""tial """""'" behind choosing Arabic as a _language fur the leomer 

cmpus. FD-stlyworks of two of the """""""" m the field oft..acbingArabic as. aacoruIlanguage 

(ASL). Such a """'" will be a much welromed and valuable """""'" fur Arabic learning and 

t..acbing,.,.,.,..,m and it could be an.......mal tool fur use byt.ochers asaistingthem m the t..acbing 

process itself. The second reason is due to the absence of surh a project where no such compilation 

of."Arabic Ieamer"""", exists m theArah world. TIris Il1IIYweIl.......J some significant aspoct. 

of Arabic leaming and t..acbing mArabic speaking aruntries oo~ tD the situation of Arabic 

learning and t..acbingm non-Arabic speaking aruntries. 

Based on the reaearcher's experience of teac.bing .Arabic to native speakers and .Arahic as a 
aacoruIlanguage tD non-native _, it can be argued that the field of t..acbing the Arabic 

language m SaudiArahis is dominated by Mndsm StandanlArabic (MSA).IIDwewor, this farm is 
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""""'""'" <XlDlhmed with other furms (CIassU:alArabic or rolloquialAramo) m • small percentage. 

Thus, the cIa.ss <4 home ~ targeted '" be included m the ALC ;" the same as wlrich ;" 

taught 1D the corpus con.t.ributors with no oonam.tration on a particular :6mn. As fur the oon.tert of 

leerning AraIDc, native Aramc-speeking _ (NAB) are leerning Arabic as • part <4 their 

cunicuIum '" improve their written hohlc. Non-native Aramc-speeking Ieam... (NNAS) are 

1.earnlng Arabic as a seoond.language in order 1D oontinue their studies at Saudi universities. The 

cmpus includes contributions frmn both <4 these groups <4 leomers, more details about the 

contributors is oovered in the next section. 

3.2 Partidpents 

One <4the best pmctires m leomer cotpOl"Il;" '" have a balaDre between the production <4both 

native and non""llB.ti.ve leomers (see fur example these corpara.; Hammarberg, 2()10; Heuboeck. et 

al, 2008; 0'Il0nneIl & Rfuner, 2009). In """'" of the mother _ backgrounds <4 _-native 

leomers, the best chcrice was '" have Ieam... who spoke various first languagoo, as Dlatitutions 

teaclringArabic as a eeccnd~m SaudiArahiahave"" IDcus onIeam... speeking a speciflc 

first ~ One Dlatitution teaches Arabic '" leamem frmn 43 difiin-ont mother _ 

backgrounds W&.ifi, 2(11). 

The Int.mational Corpus <4 Leamer EngIjsh. (Granger, 2003b);" one <4the stmJdard leomer 

_ the geneml clasaffication ofleomers levels mcIudes serondary school and uni......nty. The 

same classification was used in the ALC, however the first level was named Pre"llDiVf!l'8ity, as it 

mcIudes two porallel groups <4leomers, NAB leerning at seconda1y scbooIs and NNAS leerning 

Arabic at institutions who te&cb.Arabic as a second language. Both of these groups are counted as 

a pre-university, as it is the level they have to achieve before oontinuing their study at a university 

O'ahle I). The """"" level, C1zUmrsi!y,;" fur both undergradua'" and postgraduate leomers <4 

those specialjsing in the same target language, Arabic. Each of these major levels, Pre-uDiversity 

and C1zUmrsi!y, are broken up into an appropriate number of sub-categoriss based on levels used 

m their Dlstitutions suclt as the year of study fullowmg the British AcadenDc Written EngIjsh. 

(BAWE:) cmpus UIeuhoeck et al, 2(08) wlrich ;" based on the leamem' year <4 study as a level 

lluIkatm-. 

Table 1 Levels of the Ieam... who rontributod '" theALC 

UDiverBio/ 

3.3 CapJs Size 

NAB NNAS 
r...u-nmg at seconda1y scbooIs I Leanring AraIDc at Dlstitutions when> 

Arabic is taught as a seamd language 
I.esmingArabic at Dlatitutione <4teachingArabic as a """"" language 

Sinclair (2()05) believes that it ;" DDt a signifumt fBcW about bow !arge or small the cmpus is, 

so there is DO maximum size, but the minimum size of a oorpus relies on two factors: n(a) the kind 

<4 quay that;" anticipatodfrmn users and (b) the met.bocIoIogytheyuae '" ,tudythe data" (p 10). 

In addition, it can be argued that leamer cotpOl"Il canllDt be simply _ by the number of 
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wotds COIl1pIIl'E>d with Iarge general oorpora, but the m- equally nn_ ;. the nwnber c< 

learnen amtributing (Granger, 2003b). H"""""" Pm""" C2OO2) empIuuriseo the need '" 
adsquaUlly ,...,....,t the leamsr', language in • _ thDugh the amount c< tUn. and eIfurt 

involved in this meticulous process of compiling a learner oorpus is very time consuming. He 

ooncIudes by atoting thet desJrit.. there bemg no unllormity in the .... c< the oorpora, each """"" 

_ built '" address the needo c< its dewIopero. 

With respect '" the ALC, it ;. intended (!) fur it '" be ...-t.d with linguistic lEa"""" and 

emJl'II, and (2l will iDclude • spoken part with _ptiono; these two JllOCOIII!"S are bighly 

laborious and time-consuming. Addjtjonally, (3) it is a unique and timed project <PhD project). 

These three elements ~ IimitOO the .... c< current version of the _ In the design 

criteriafurtheALC, theint..ndedsize _200,000 wards. Granger (2OO3a) Ill'I!Il"" that "raJ """"" 
c<200,000 wards;' big in the ISeamd I.enguage&quisitionl SlAfieId where """"""'" usually 

rely on much smaIIer samples but minute in the corpus linguist.io;i field at large. where:recourse to 

mega_ c<........u lnnuhed nrillion wotds hao become the nann rather than the.,.,..,tion" 

(p465). 

3.4 MaIoriais IncIJded 

Detemrining the criteria of materials included in a corpus is cm.e of the major steps in oorpus 

builiting, it hu:Iudes the mode of the _ speech '" writing, and the type c<_ a book, ajoumal, 

a notice or a letter, besides other criteria tsinclair, 20(5). An essential criteria which enables 

""""""'" '" avoid any _ in the results c< their studles ;. '" collect similar data "th;. 

meons that the esaaya must be written by 1eamers at a similar level under the same conditions 

and an similartopial' (Granger, 1993: 61,). Mode and genre will be diBcusaedin order "'j~the 

seIectiana fur theALC. 

3A.1 Taxi Mode 

Keenedy (1998l1ll'l!ll"" that ,""",oorpus'basedgrammatical and Iex;oalstudWs c<Englishhave 

so fiIr been based on __ IUUliys;., whenlas spoken language _ the the '""'" 

common mode or usa c< language. Leech (1997) hao expressed the same amcem about the 

dominary:e of written corpora, he suggested that a an:pus should contain at least as much spoken 

materials as wri_ materials" (P 11>. Having a looked at the CECL list c< 117 _ """""" 

(Granger & Dumon~ 201.2) it reveols that the case;' ,till the same, thewritten """""" """"'" two 

thirds of the entire rnunberwhilst the spoken """""" proportion;. 24%. The reset"""""" (which 

are about 10%) have both written and spoken materials. 

Compared'" _language. some diffioulc.s lie behind the lack of spoken oorpora, as dealing 

with spoken language involvea extra JllOCOIII!"S I!Ilclt as audio recording, oonverting these 

reoordings ;"", a written furm and sometimes ...-ting th;. _ furm fur phonetic and 

prosodic 1Eatures. These additional JllOCOIII!"S are laborious, tUn. consuming, and apenaive '" 

undertske <Bnmbrook, 1996; Keenedy, 1998: 'lbmnpson, 20(6). However, some relatively new 

m.;gbts ;"", the """",tial nahm! c< language use can be B>pkm!d through spoken language 



82

corpora (Kennedy, 1!l9fl). Thus, C<IIUWlering the dilfu:ulties spoken corpora may have and the 

bene6tsdsuch~theALCwasdeoDgned"'_ •• mallproportionof.pokon~ 

The first.......", (v1) ofthsALC mclurlBo anlywri_ materials modeIlsd after the BAWE """"" 

(Heuboeck et aI., 2OO8l.1n thecummt""""" (v2) oftheALC, speech elements ~of"""" 

than 3 houm' wmth of.udID, along with tmnscriptions .. IDcluded,...,....."nng 7% of the """",,. 

3.42 Text Genre 

With respect '" genres, ''the question ofwhat genres '" include .. not stmghtfurwurd. There is, 

fur """"'Pis, no comprehensive tuonomy of genres from wlricb. '" seIect" (Kemwdy, 1998). However, 

some insights can be derived from the corpora reviewed. For instance, in theASU (Andraspnlkets 

strukturutveckling "Structural development of the second language") """",,, some genres 0Jrist 

such as picture stoty, narration, description and discussion (fur written tats); also narration of 

pictme --.s, description and discussion of phot<Js, inWvWws and discussion of newspaper 

articles (fur speech) <Hammarl>erg, 2010). W. decided '" cboooe _ oommon _ in theleerner 

corpora, narrative and discussion. Far the written part, learners had to write narrative or 

discussion essays under two specific titles which were likely to suit both native and non:native 

leom ... of Amble, entitled ". vacafioo trip" fur the nan-ative and "my study in_fur the 

discussion type. The aame genres and titles were cIween fur the spoken sub"OOllJUS, as it was 

thought that it may enable reeean:h ... '" underlake oomparisons between these _ modes of 

materials (written and spoken). 

3.5 DaIa Collection 

The """"" data woe not token from materials that leomem had produoed previoueIy; inetead, 

some tasks were deoDgned '" collect the data from the Arabic leomem. The written pert oftheALC 

mcludee _ tasks and the participants had the choioo '" do either one of them or both. Eaclt of 

tbsse tasks involved similar 1qriaJ (narrative: a vacation trip, and c:fu£ussjoo: my study interest), 

the diJrerence woe that the first task was timed (40 minu"," fur eeclt text) and the leomem were 

not allowed '" oonsult any langusge references while writing their .... ys such as oDctionaries, 

grammar books, etc. Students in the seoond task were asked to write their essays about the same 

topics .. in task 1 but were asked '" oomplete thu. .. bmuework. '!'bey were allowed _ days '" 

~ the boruework and were gmntsd the opportunity '" use any langusge references they 

wantsd to, thu. woe done '" enable them '" improve their writing befure submitting their work .. 

wen .. '" allow them enough 1imewithin wlricb. '" ~ thebmuework. The first task was also 

ueed '" collect the oral data, leomem had .limited amount of1ime '" give a talk about their cIween 
topio without the uee of any language re&.rences, all talks were rec<>t<Ied .. MP3 files. The original 

hand-written sheets and audio:files were transcribed. into an electronic text format, 80 the corpus 

mcludee three types of IllIlIerials; (1) the band-written sheets scanned in PDF furmat, (2) the .udio 

files .. MP3 files and (a) the datacollected electronically by the online furm with transcripts of the 

band-writren sheets and audio reronIingB. The third type bas been stored in'" a database which 

can generate the teJrt.s in TXT and XML:files. 
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Two guides were created describing theALC data capture method ofwri_ and spoken data, 

wlrich haw been designed '" be followed by both .......,..,ru" and ...........m assistants. As ro. the 

tasks, a paper furm was created and distributed tXJ learners in !£hools and departments where 

there were no computer labs. For this type of form a post pioteSS was required to transcrIlJe the 
texts _ produced m'" a romput.,rised fonnat. An online equivalent Conn was also created 

ro.ueem schools and ~ents that had labs, so learnenitexts could be includedm thecmpue 

without the uced '" cony out the tmnscn'hlngprocess. Data coD.ction of theALC tookfour montha 

'" ronclude, one month ro. _ 1 at the end of 2012 and a further 3 monthe ro. ......... 2 m 

2013. 

3.6_ 

The JeLE (the Intematim1Bl Cottrus ofI.earner Englisb) cmpue', leamer profile questionnaire 

(lliBnger, 1993) woe used '" collect the metadata ro. the ALC by maIring some DJDdifimtiDne m 

onIer '" "';t the cmpue purpooee. The form, ro. """",pie, woe split m'" _ ......... Ie .m-, a 

learner profile and teJd; dam, as it was felt that leameIS may produre more than one piece of text. 

Some queetiDne about pemonal details ""'" """"-d such as fathm'. _ tongue or _. 

mother _ et.:. The cmpue metedata IDcludes 26 elements, 12 related '" the leamer and 14 

associated with the text Isee tableID. More details about theeeelements can befoundm theALC 

Content eection. 

Table 2 Metadata elemenle used mALC 

Leamer metadata 
1.Ags 
2. Gender 
3. Nationality 
4. MDthertongue 
5. Nativeness 
6. Nurnberoflanguegesspoken 
7. Nurnberofyesre IesrnIDgAramc 
8. Numberofyears spent inAralric oountries 
9. General level of echloation 
10.1.eve1 of study 
11. year/Semester 
12. Educational:insti.tution 

3. Hext Dislribution 

1. Text ...... 
2. Where produced 
3. Year of production 
4. Count<yofproduction 
5. City of produetion 
6. Timed or not timed task 
7. References use 
8. Grammar book. use 
9. MmmIingual dictlonaly uee 
10. Bilingual dictlonaly uee 
11. ()t,h.,. references use 
12. Text mode 
13. 'Thxt medium. 
14. Text!ength 

In the design criteria for the anpus. texts were distributed based an. four variables, nativeness 

of the leamer Cnative VB. nml'nativol, general level of education (pre-university VB. univereity), 

gender (maJeo VB. fumalso), and msterials mode (wri_ VB. spoken), see Table 3. Well'designed 

leamer """"'" like ABU ~ 2(10), BAWE UIeuboeck et al., 2OO8l, and MICUSP 

(O'Donnell & ROmer, 2009), include a balance of cxm.tributions from both native and non-native 

learners. TheALC aims for the same target. However, more focus was placed on the pre-university 
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level (7O%l because of the number ofleamers had the potent;al ofbemg recruitaifrom lIDs level. 

Special omsm.n.tions ...... given '" the gender romponent of the """""'"' due '" the filet that m 
SaudiArabia, apart from ___ bl;shments, all other education deIi...."is made '" sIDgIe 

gender classes, i.e. males and females do not mix. Segregation of the genders in education is a 

relatively standmdieed """"",,,. Therefure;t would have been m.poes;ble for , male .......-.:he>- '" 

ent.r,fumaleschoolarum...rs;tyduring1;be;rq>erationallwumandthue,fumalerepresentstive 

was """""ti& '" collect the requ;,ed data, hence the portion devoted '" dots ~ _ 

was 20%. With respect '" the matmisls mode due '" the filet that the spoken COIpUS is ,laborious 

and time consunring, 10% oftheALC was devoted '" the aral data. 

Table 3 Distribution afwords bosed. on 4 variables in theALC designcriteria· 

Learners' nativeness l.e&mem' general 
l.e&mem' gender Matmisls mode 

level of education 

Nom... ~ Male -50% 70% 80% 90% 
100,000 warde 140,000 warde 160,000 warde 180,000 warde 

Nm._ UniftIroH;y Female Spnbn 
50% 30% 20% 10% 

100,000 warde 60,000 warde 40,000 warde 20,000 words 

* The actual data cdIected m each variable 18 abownm section N 

IV ALe content 

As deacri.bed, the.ALe is a project of oomprising of a roD.ection of written and spoken materials 

from leamers of Arahlc m Saudi Arabia, The COIpUS IDcludes 282732 words, 1585 matmisls 

(wri_ and..,.aken), pr<><Wmd by 942 students from wrious first language (L1) bsokgrouruIs.ln 

lIDs """""" the COIpUS _ will be illustrated m more detsil based on the metsdats ~ 

4.1l.eame1sM_ 

ApAges oftheleamers mnged between 16 and 42, howeve- the majority ...... between 16 and 

25 (F;g. 1). 
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Words distribution based on age ranges of the learners 

l U11H 129836 

I 1~14q 
H}]I - '" ,,~ -l b· 11 n ·J:> ]b· :u 31 <l!> ~.~ "" 

~.A1thouch two thirdI d.the ~ _1DlIIe8 wbiI.t 33% _ fmnalet <F1i. 2), the 

data wIIected from both WIllI _1han what had been projected in the ~ aiteria, (Male: 

16O,{XX} IIIId Female: .w,ooo~. 

Words di~tribution based on gender of the learners 

"" 

N~NatianatiliMri'the1lt:udmtll~ff1diffilrmtcaurrIriM. 

MaIber 'limp 'lbe.ALe CCIltaiDa 66 dif&lnm II:IiOIhEr tcI:iCUB l'eIJI"'«"tptinM, 66 of them. !I1'e 

IIpJIrsi. by the mm-nati.ve~ leam!D and theArlibic l1mcua&e ill the Ll r:L all r:Lthe 

Ar.hie~~. 

N.u-: 'lbeAlC dMicn o::citeria ~ 50% r:Lthe oxxrpwJ data b- NAB and the _ b­

NNAS. The actual dMta ooIlected from both grrup. _ .till doE to the taIget pmlEDtap 

prqjected (Fig. a'I,lIIId the:mmiIB-r:LwmdII WII.!I moretlwm. wbathad ~.-rnmin thedemgn 

criteria, (NAB: loo,{XX} and NNAS: loo,{XX}WOl'd&l. 
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Words distribution based on nativeness of the learners 

151,139word, 

NUIDl. ofT ......... Bpirm: the number afJancualelIlJlQbn by -.b.1eamer naed from. 1 to 
10 in thecueofNNAS, while NAS liplike bEtween 1.nd 4laDguap. 

NUIDl.r#.Yeuw:r.e.mm,AlW:Jic::r-rmn&pmrtt.t-t.C-mmthsG:ndDted .. O~in 

the OOI.JII,II) and 19 JMl'I in their ~ ofArlbic. The natkoeArabie ~ werel!!lllilWed 

from tm. categI:lrJr. 

NUIDl. oIv... S,pcmI; in.Aqbie COllulri..: 'Iba rrumbIr of:yMllllID. individwIJ.lwlllplmt in lID. 

.ArabieIJ)elkiDgOClJll\l'yranpd from. a r-~ Gndicatedu 0 yemwin the 0XJl'PI,1I) to.UP 

to21,eara. NAS_aJ.::,edidedfrom thiI~ In therorpul'.le8n!erproffiequoJtU:rmaire, 

thiII itemand tlw pnrriwI OOII_.noc.t.d 1D NNAS. 

a...J.:r.-i:Ates:plainedin the dsiIn ~cltheALC, 70% U«l,ooo ~ofthe dat. WIll 

deYcted. to 1ewu:n from pze-lmi.wnrity lewllllld 30% (00,000 ward.) 'Mire from uniwinity le¥el. 

~,th!! pIIroIIltap lith!! actual data WIllI 80% h Pnnmiwrtity IIIIIl.IIl% fir lhliwnity; 

tlw;aJgh the number af~ _ \aril!lrin the /iJrmer level, andnear the tarpt in the Wttrr (F1g. 

<). 

Words distribution based on gener.llievel of the le~rners 
227,359word. 

55,373word. -
~oIEitud;J': 'lbeALC iD::IudeI b3leYelt d.IltUdy.IIEIIXDdary.m:il, general1ancuace 00IIl'Ie, 

dipkmapqrumme Cadwm:edllmguagemuncl,:BaclJdanI ~.nd:Muta..:r-men ofbcth 

theBAtndMA_nmjaringin.Artbic. 

~ The level af.tudy _ ..-:tted by a ranee afthree yeIIl'II fill' the ~ 
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school students and .,;gbt """"""'" fur the other groups {genera! and advanced language courses, 

BAandMAl. 

__ ,tjm: The lXn"pUB participants ""'" affiliat<d tD twenty-five edumtiDnaJ 

institutions, ie. seoondary schools and universities. 

4.2 T_ MeIadaIa 

'1lmt geme: _ genres were covered in the ALC. Narrative (67% of the ALC contentl and 

~<aa%). 

Wlaeproduced:leemerswereallowedtDchoooetDwritetheir_inclass(62%oftheALCdatsl 

or at home (al~. However all the audio recordings were prodw:edin class (~. 

Yeorofpmductian: The first_ oftheALC waa coIIec:tedin 2012 (12~. whereas thev2 data 

was roD.ectedin 2013 (SS%). 

Cruntzycipmduotion: The entire lXn"pUB data was prodw:ed in SaudiArahia. 

City of producdm: The ALC data was oollectsd from .,;gbt citieo, Riyadh (78%). Alqatif (9%). 

Makkah (4~. Jeddah (a~.Alkharj (a~.Aljesh (2%).1Iafr Albatin (].~andMahayilAmr (].~. 

'11med: TImingwaa baaed on the location of the material beingproduced, all the materiala produad 

in class were timed (68%). those prodw:ed at home were not timed (al~. 
___ References were uaed in 5% of the lXn"pUB data, this includes the fuIIowing fuur 

types: 

Gnunmar book_ Gmmmar books were uaed in 2% of the lXn"pUB data. 

MaoaIingwJl dictiomuy_ Monolingual dictionaries were uaed in 1% oftheALC. 

IIilingual dictimary_1Iilingual dictionaries were uaed in 2% of the cmpus. 

0tbeI: relEt ...... _ 2% of the lXn"pUB includes the use of other reIioences. 

'1lmt mode: 93% ofALC is written data, whllst 7% is spoken material. 

'1lmtmedium: The lXn"pUB includes _ mediums of_ data, textproduced by hand (78%) and 

text produced on a oomputer (I7%). Auditory data was oollected in one medium. only as reoorded 

-(~. 

'1lmt JsoatI>.: The average isngth of the _ in the ALC is 178 wonls. Mme details about the 

average length based on some factors are listedin Table 4. 

Table 4Average isngthoftheALC _ baaed on some keyfactms 

Leamoro· .... 
l.earnerIl natnaoe. 
Leamoro'~levelci_ 
F!aoo ofproduction 
'1lmtpme 
'1lmtmode 

V CorpusAvailabilily 

Maleol66 
NAS191 
Pre'1lIliversity 164 
In class 163 
Namdiveo 205 
_172 

Females 209 
NNASl66 
University 283 
Athmne227 
Iliscusoriona 145 
Spoken 334 

As theALC is an open source project, the entire data of the oorpus is avai1ab1e to download from 
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the fDIIDwmg_ <http~Iwww.~.oom>.Itis available m diffurentfurmats as 

shown m Table 5. In addition, the user baa the choU:e '" download the whole corpus m one file erxr 
or XMLfurmat), or to have each tart in a separate file, 1585 files exist in the current version. 

Table 5: File furmats available on theALC_ 

lIeta Mode Type 

Written 
1Umd"Written _ 

'fumscripts of the hand"Written_ 

Spoken Ailltio files 

'fumscripts of the auctio fil .. 

VI Condusion and FurtherWork 

Fonna, available 

PDF 
TXT and XML (wO:hAm};o "'" 
En:>l;'b metadata) 

MP3 

TXT and XML ("""""'" "'" 
EnW·b metadata) 

The paper baa 0Jq>l0red the project of oompiling theArabi<: Leamer Cmpus, which is available fur 
puIilic uae by Arabi<:!anguage _. Amnnber of relevant leemer CIJlllOm were reviewed. 

The paper also showed theALC design criteria which cowred the _language, participants, 

corpus size, materials included, melhod and tasks used fur data collectian, .. well .. metadata of 

both the corpus materials and ccm.tributars. Details about the oontent afthe current version afthe 

ALe were presentlld based on 26 elements repreaen.ting the corpus metadata. Further work has 

I-. done '" annotats the oorpus, e.g. a second """""" of the error _ fur Arabi<: CIJlllOm wDh 

an error tagging manual Additjonally, a computer-aided tagging tool is currently being developed. 
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