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Re-investigating the Grammatical Features of Philippine English 

NiiioSANDIL 

DeLa &JJe llnMnii(y 

Abstract 
This paper aims 1D refuvestigate tile grammatical fealmes of Philippine Ecgtish using tile 

~tiDDalCmpus N""""kofAsUmI.esrnemofEcgJ;sh(ICNALE) ascmpus data. 'lbe_ ...... 

investigate";" used mlightoftlle fact that. prior mvestigation was already done. In partirular, that 

... 1D the work of Bautista C2OO8l entitled "Investigating the grammatical &o.tures of Philippine 

English" which focused on analyzing five grammatical amstructions: namely, (1) one of the + 

singular noun, (:j) • majority, (;i) BUcil + • singular noun, (4) IIS8Ilre + • indirect object, 8lld (;i) 

wberem. This present study intends 1D validate whether or not these same &0._ fuund m the 

Philippine ~ of the ~tiDDal Cmpus ci English, also significantly oa:umd m tile 

[CNALE. SubeequentIy, the possible ~ of these live dispomte g""nmotjraJ elements m 
the other countries' oorpara • compiled through tile [CNALE • will also be amtraBtively IIllIIlszed-

I<eyM:Jlds 
Pbilippine English. grammatical fealmes 

I Introduction 

In ~ Bautista Utwstigated tile grammatical fioatures of Philippine Ecgtish 8lld "1entatively" 

concluded that live grammatical amstructions can be amsKIe.-.d as distiocti", fealmes ci Philippine 

English. They"': (1) one of the + singular noun, (:j). majority, (;i) BUcil +. singular noun, (4) IIS81lle 

+ • indirect object, 8lld (;i) wherem. Her study, _, was largely based on the Philippine 

Compooent ci the lntemational Cmpus of Ecgtish (ICE-PH) where EiUCh use of cmpus data 

containing one millinn wonIs confirmed tile results ci prior studies by individual_ using 

small sets ci data. Today, the aim of this study ;" 1D reinvesljgate and/or _ tile "tentati .... 

!))IY'lllsion of Bautista using a different corpus, ie., the Jnternational Corpus Network of .Asian 

I.esrnem ofEcgJ;sh (ICNALE) data. 

The studyofPbilippine Ecgtish _y dates back m 1969 when L!ammn puhIiabed his study 

00 the..,.".]Jed _ Fllipmo Ecgtish (SFE). At that time, Llamzcn 0_ that the EcgJ;sh 

language that educated F\I;pinos use tmSs1ed of"""""""""""", 8lld fealmes that are mDquely 

Fllipmo 8lld could not be fuund among native speokm-s of Ecgtish EiUCh as Americans 8lld British 
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pecpIa Examples of wIrich include, but are not _ In, "cIcse the ligh£' Olld "lny head is painfuf' 

(Bautism, 2(01). He called __ as Fllipmisms. SUb.equsntly,...". ofLlamzon',_ 

.. well .. other linguistics _ in the COIllll2y ("eo enwneration of!ltudies cited in Ilautista, 2008, 

p. 201) oontinued Ix> e>q>Iore Olld mveotigaiB on other lOature. of SFE. Beutiota ()!001) ala:> ~ 

Olld fuund 48 !Itudies on SFE in five leadffig uni_ in ~ Manila. One of the oIMow! 

limitations ri conducting an investigation of grammatical features in 1969 and some two decades 

after that was the absence of a huge ...t of""""" data. Hence, the identified feature. of SFE in many 

!Itudies were primarily _on.....n _of data. 

In the 19901!, .. the notion about World EngIishes (particularly Kachru', <XlIlCODIric circles 

mapping wrieties of English) signifu:antIy EIJIl"IlIlllrougbout Iingui<Itic communitioo """"'" the 
globe, _ i!tarted Ix> _ both wri_ and 'JXlken _ that ..... i!pElcifically inleruled Ix> 

develop a !arge dataha!!e of cmpara Ix> be """" primarily fur Iingui<Itic analyi!is _ In the 

Philippinei!, this ""'" of Wldertaking W88 pioneered by Beutiota (2oo4),1DgeOller with Dayag Olld 

Lismg, when a team """ furmed Ix> IX'glIIDze the PhiIippme ~ of the ~tional Corpwo of 

English (IcE). '!be ICE project "began in 1990 with the primary aim of coIIecting malerisl fur 

oom,."..tive _ of English _ldwiM Ihttp~~. And at this po;n~ then> "'" 26 

COIllll2y team. whlch haw participated in ICE by ,....,....mg Olld omIunitting their ....,.,.,nw 

eIectronk:cmparaoftheirown ~ofEnglish. 

When the _ """""'" po>""tion of the PhiIippme compment of ICE was oompleted, Beutiota 

(2()00) ~ a grco.mdln....Jr """""'"' about the PhiIippme varieo/ of English in he­

~ entitled "IJe6ning Standmd PhiIippme English: liB Statu. and Grammaticsl Fea1meS'. 

She identified Iingui<Itic ~ that deviated from the IlOl"Ill or.tandard, ie., either from the 

American English or British English .tandard, Such deviations inwlved .ubject....-b agreement, 

.-. ~ -. ~ Olld COIIIltnams, pronoun-an_ agreemen~ Olldothera 

Simultaneaus to Bautista's findings, there was also an issue em. haw to call or describe the variety: 

Will it be "Filipino English" as Ulrmed by LIammn or will it be 'Thilippine English" as """" by 

Bautiota? During the latter, 3XXl book'launching, this """'"""'" per!!CIl8lly wilnesI!ed bow 

LIammn put IIl1 ood Ix> the """'" by literally raising his banda in what he bin>!eIf Ulrmed as IIl1 

.........,;00 of '\nnTendet' Ix> Bautistli, e>pIanation. on why the ~ .oouId now be called .. 

PhiIippme English. The explanation of Bautiota in using I!UCh was "Ix> avoid amfusing this varieo/ of 

English with F\lipino (the name of the national ianguage)" Gbidl. 
Upon the oompletion of the .".,ken """""'" po>""tion m 2004, the Pbilipph>e ~ of ICE, 

indeed, finally became the ""'Y _ huge cmpara in the COIllll2y made avaiW>le fur the .tully of 

PhiIippme English as a varieo/. It IwI been """" as a _ resource fur Iingui<Itic analyi!is by a 

signifu:ant number of language _ Olld graduaiB _ 6n both IIlMIEn1l Olld doctoral 

degreoa) majoring m English language or applied linguistics. CSee Bienneier, 2011; Friginal, 2011; 

Nelson & IIoogiBD, 2011; Olld &rlangan, = fur...". of the mostrecent works) 

By 2008, Bautiota published an article entitled "Inve!itigatin the Grammaticsl Features of 

PhiIippme English" whlch utilized not only the complete G.e.. both wri_ Olld 'JXlken caUlgories of 
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dala) Philippine romponent of ICE but also 1lle other rountries' rompanents who joined 1lle ICE 

project such as Hoog Kong, ~ and hutia. She primarily m.cu..ed five gmmmatical fi>l"""" 

rI Pbilippine EcgIish and presented how such features are absent or how such fi>l"""" occurred 
IDsignmcanlIy m _ wrietieo such as American and British _ .. well .. m 1lle 

wrietieo ofEcglish mAma.lntsreotingly, Bautista deocribed he>- findings as "somewhat _ .... (p. 

211> andnu..".,.;;Jy such _ ....... that pnMded anhnpeWs fi»- tIrls _ """""'" Whethe>­

or not tIrls _ reoeorch can _eliminate 1lle _veness rIhe>- findings will fum> part of 

1lle conclusion of tIrls peper. 

II Researth Design 

In tIrls present invostigatioo, 1lle carpara used m validating Bautistli, _ve findings 

COIlOOl1ling 1lle five gmmmatical features rI Philippine EcgIish are 1lle !nOOrnational ColpuB 

N_ of AsUm !.earners of English (ICNALE). At 1lle outset, n should be pomted out that 

ICNALE, at tIrls time rI writing, only """'"'" of one _ caOOgory of"", wbich u. caOOgorized as 

....... ",r. As such, the aim u. not EDBCtly In rom""" ICNALE wtth the ~ ColpuB rI 

EcgIish c.m-.-tly, ICE) especially tha~ m terms of their respective """"'" ~ they .... 

_y inoompombIe. One, ICE """'"'" of both BPQI<en and written data, while ICNALE emly 

"""'"'" rI the ~. Two, even m the _ ca......,. akme, ICE""","", rI a number of suIT 

cat.gories ofwrittm _labelled as mfunnatimal Oeomedl, mIinmBtlonalli>oJndai), mIinmBtlonal 

Irepartsge), inBtrw:tinnal, perBUBBive, and creotlve. They were mostJ;y written by proIEeeionals fd. 
Bau!lets, 2000). TheICNALE_ "" tbeotherhand, ..... writtenbylearnerB orcaIlegeBtudents 
Orttp:tIlanguage.BBkura.ne.jpIim. In short, the two carpara ..... ga_ from two 

_ types rI....",.. and were prepared fi»- two _ pIll!XI!OII amlIor fuci. Hencefurth, 1lle 

reinvestigation is not equivalent to a comparative analysis. Rather, what this study attempts is to 

replicate what Bautista did in ICE-PH using a different corpus data which is the ICNALE. What has 

been furegooe, howe.er, was 1lle identification rI grammatical """"""'"' beawBe BautistIi, 

findings were Automatically adqlted here. It is initially the frequerJcy rI oreurrenre r:i. the five 

grammatjcal oonstructions in the Philippine oomponent of the ICNALE ~tly, ICNALE­

PHLl that will be primarily mv...t;gatsd. 

Furt.herma-e, 10 AsUm aruntriaJ ox>tributsd In 1lle ICNALE. They .... Hoog Kong (HKG), 

_ (PAIl), 1lle Pbilippinee (pm), Bmgapore (SIN), China (CHN), Indoneida (IDN), Japan 

QpN), Korea (KORl, TbaiIand ttHAl, and Taiwan 0WNl. And then there are also data from five 

COIIl1hieB • merged inln one . where B]lOIIkem are cxmsidered English Nalive Speokm! (ENS). Given 

1lle aveilabiIity rI these other romponentB, the reinvestigatlro of 1lle frequency of """"""'" rI the 

five grammatical COIl8tructialB is ext.nded In ""'" these countrieB and 00InpBre 1lle reeults wtth 1lle 

ICNALE-PIIL. 

Regerding the reoeorch 1roI, the free <XlllOOldancing BO!l.ware called AnlCanc 3.2.4m (M.cin1Dllh 

OS J() 2011 and developed by I.a1JrellOO Anthony was used This tool worlm Bimilar In Wardamith 
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Tools that Bautista used. It is • CODOOl'dancing tool that easily provides the """"""'" • frequency 

count of the fSo._ bemg studied. BisnnsU>r (2011) ,.- that, ill. cmpus linguistics, 

the """' ''Ixlkeci' pertains '" the number of ""'""""'" of. Jexeme, while ''type!/' pertains '" • class 

of1x>kens Cp. 245l.1n this slndy, therEibre, each gounrnaticalconstruction will be _!<d as one type 

and the number of times n 0CCIllTIld will be the same as na number of 1x>kens. For example, the 

construction "one oftlui' occurs 56 times ill. the ICNALEHIL and thus it has 561x>kens. From this 

figure, • subeequent detemrination has '" be made '" rount how many "one of the + sh>gular now/' 

construction 0CCUl'B.1n the case ofICNALE·PHL. n 0CCUl'B 6 times and '" the number of1x>kens fur 
the said grammatical construction is also 6, thus lee.ving the standard _ ''one of the + 

pima! nmmIooIloctive noun/adf' '" have 50 1x>kens in the ICNAi.E-PIIh Note that it is initially 

required '" _ fur the "one of tIui' typeIstring alone using AnlConc ill. order '" display the reo! 

total number of1x>kens. After the CODOOl'dancing tool sw:cessfully displayed the results, the """"""'" 

then bas to manually review whlch among the tntal number of tokens refer to "one of the + 
pWralIooIlectiw noun/adf' type and wlDcb beIoog '" the '\me of the + sh>gular nourI' type. Raw 

ftequenoies and raw pereentages fur the frequency of each grammatical construction per country 

compcmenthave beenpreaented 

III Results and Discussions 

The results below are preeen!<d ~ '" the order that each grammotiral 

_ was preoenred ill. the mtroduction: (J) one of the + sh>gular noun, (2). majority, 

(!J) such +. sh>gular noun, (4) """"'" +. indirect object, and (5) whe...in. 

ONE OF'I.HE+SlNGULARNOUN 

The standard use of the _inwlving"one of tho" is: it is often_ by. plural noun, 

• rollective noun, or an wjjective (Bautista, 2OO6l.1n the ICE-PH oorpus, Bautista _. deviation 

where the said _ was _ by. BingulBr noun. Spedfically, out of the total3831x>kens. 

358 (ga5%) were fuund '" be of staruIard usage, while 251xlkoos (6.5%) were of nOll'stsndard usage. 

Further subdividing this "ml'starulard usage figure, 181x>kens 0CCIllTIld during spoken ~ 

whlIethe remaining 71x>kens ..... fuund ill. thewri_ romponent Such&equency; plus thooe_ 
ill. the Hong Kong and Singaporeromponents ofleE, was deocribed by Bautista as "fairlyp>'eY1llene'. 

Then she pooed _ """""""" about the """"""'" of the construction "one of the + sh>gular noun": 

W Is the presenoe of the sh>gular noun inI1uenced by the presenoe of the number on<!! (b) Is n due '" 
intelferenre from the first language On 'i'agBlog, fur instance, the pIuralll18rker _ is optional ill. • 

phrase with iss 'one': iss sa tanoog kD al1Ernates with iss sa _ tanoog kD 'one of my questims??' Cp. 

2(4). 

_ as the first question is oonoomed, this ~ believes the presence of the number aae 

balds little weight since Tagslog speakers often simply - and sw:cessfully - 1zansIa1e aae _ iss. 

Rather, itis the translationpl'O('XMingrithe llOUD.:portKm itaelfwbich seems to be in1luential, ie., the 
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CODOOl1l of the seoond question. Talre, fur """"'JlIe, the fullowing< one oflhe,."...,.. When _ 

into Tagalog, it can take two furmsla1temates: (a) iss. sa. dahilan and (h) iss sa ID{fS dahiJan. Both are 

""""JlIIlhIa In Tagalog, • singular noun is not p11ll'11limd by adding "ri' but by adding the plural 

marker __ the noun. Tllereb-e, if one tries IX> UansIate _ dahiIan mIX> English, the 

cognU;ve t.mdency seems IX> be ~droppingthe plural marker _ and simply_ling the 

word dahiIan (,;ngular noun) mIX> reaa:m (,;ngular nounl. 
At any rat., this present inwstigatiro using ICNALE is fiD' more..amsi .. m that the Philipp;". 

English has been CIlIIlI>8l"d IX> 10 other <JOIIIIlOIlElIl ~ Ilmlg Kmg (HKG), Pakistan (PAI(), 

Singapore CSIN), China (CHN), lruIanesis (IDN), Japon QpN), Korea (KOHl, Thailand ttHAl, 
TaiWllIl awN) and a _ group of English Native Speakers (ENS). TahIe 1 below dispIBya the 

results of the frequency count using AnlConc. Raw frequencies and raw pen:eniages haw been made 

availBhle. Looking at the ICNALE-PIIL alone, the result is oomparahIe IX> the result m the written 

portionofICE-PII. '!be _yields six (al ~ whlle the 10_ yields """" (1) occurrences 

ci the oonstruction "one of the + singular :not.Ui'. 'Ibis can aptly :rOO.uoo the tentati.veoess afBautista's 

roty'll1Sion !tom be affirmed with a higher degree afooncretenEss that this particularconstructianis, 

indeed, "W"mmaticalli9ature ofPhilippIDe English. 

Table 1. "One of the + Singular Now/' 

I Cmpus Oa:unences of +P1ural nounIooIlective nounI -tSmgular noun 

I Oneoflhe a<lj_ (Standanl use> (Nero_use> 

I No. % No. I % 

IICNALE-PHL 50 B9 ~ 10. 

IICNALE'ENS 100. ~ 
IICNALE-HKG 31 86.1 ~ 
IICNALE'PAK 13 62- 9 
IICNALE-SIN 15 ~ 
IICNALE'CIIN 94. ~ 
IICNALE-IDN 15 51. 141 

IICNALE'JPN 51 86. ~ 
IICNALE-KOR 37 ~ 
IICNALE-TIIA 30 85. ~ 
ICNALE-TWN 11 81 18.2 

In oomparison wilh the other 10 oom_ bowe.er, we find that Pbilippine English =­
cJaDn sale owcersbip of this particular fuatura _ English (14 ~ and PalOstsni 

English (12 ~ tx>pped the frequency ranlring, respectively; Then Ja..,.,.. English and 

Korean English fuIIowed wilh 8 """"""'" each. And PhiIippIDe English ooly ranked fiJ!h. TIns 

linguistic """""'"' ""IlIl"Ots that the ""'""""'" of this gnunmatical amstruction is widespread. A].., 
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notice theresuIt fur ICNALE·ENS (i.e., native speakezs ofEngliab). It has zero frequency. 

BekJw is a list of examples ri: the _-.lard use. Em!pt the ICNALE·ENS where the 

_ did notoccw; ODe """"'PIa fur each counhyoomponentoflCNALE is provUled 

(1) It's because fur them it is .... of the grudge .. " ...... why other student cannot fa:us 

on then- studies because their time is lirnit.d, divided and it is reolly han! 1<> rombine studies 

with work. <PHIJ'TJ_015Jl1...2.txi> 

(2l Cultural inflUOIlre is .... ri: the ponIIIDUDt -.. in the prevailing of smoking. 

CilKG..SMILtJ2.Ul1...2.txi> 

(a) Challeoging world needs _~ble _Ie not those who are careless and do "'" take 

any respons.ibili.t so part time job is me cithe beat way to rope with this world. and work 

withrespo!lSihility. (PAIO'rJ_OO3_B1...2.txIl 

(4) One ri: the main _ 1<> ODe ri:tIIo moot ClOIIIIIIOIl and leIIIal cancor, whiclt is hmg 

cancer, is smokingofcigDrettes. (SIN_SMI04B_B2_0.txIl 

(j;) The. .. .... of tho ""iI'1<> affind their ooIIego fees (CIIN_PrJ_OOl_BU.txi> 

(6) ODe ri:tIIo.- is teking part time job because by teking part time job ""_ 

can improve their alJiliW and get many """",""",. (IDN_PrJ_041_BU.txIl 

(1) Oneoftho ...... is that ooIIego studen1B..,.,. a lot of money 1<> lruy some cIo1heo and 1<> 

play with friends and 1<> dowhat_ want 1<> do. '-1PN_PrJ_2DILA2_0.txIl 

{JiJ College is aoneri:tho....n.m.ty. <KOlU'TJ_03L.Aa..O.txIl 

(9) So gettlcg money is one of tho moot imparmm _ fur having a part-time job. 

ITIIA.:PTU88Jl1...2.txi> 
(10) Therefure I ~ thatoollege _ who have a part time job is .... ofthoabilil;y1<> 

strengthen _vee. OWN_PrJ_l56_BU.txi> 

Indeed, it will be icreresting 1<> find out more an what aspect in each part;culBr variety of English 

:infI.uenres this linguistic deviatioo:. Is it also now an appropriate time to tentatively cxmclude that the 

_ ''one of the + sU>gular nomi' is not cmly a gnunmatical-.. ri:Phi!ippine English, but 

also, ana wider saiIe, a grammatiad feature ofAsianEnglisbes? 
On a slightly diftin-ent rote, notice them is an _ in the ""'""""'" perlinent 1<> ICNALE· 

KOR and ICNALE-TIIA. hrltislly, aeen:hing through AntConc yielded 52 occun-ences of the 

_ being analyzed fur ICNALE·KOR. AllEr a careful._ tbougb, this..........,ru" 

reduced it 1<> 45 """"""'" due 1<> a discrepancy that wae spotIod. The fuIIowing Iang .......... Iinmd 

inKOa.sMIL028.Aa..O.txtwesalaofuundinaevenothertexlfilos: 

(11) Smoking is not a good way 1<> do the best, it is "'" a good way 1<> do something help 

others, you can show yourself and. do it in a other way; so you DlllSt do something to help 
others, _ are .... oftlJe _ and _ are a part ri:the peq>Ie you cannot do it 1<> protect 
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others so you must do it in somewhere you are think you cannot do it where people are many 

80 please do it when you are tired and t.hem have nobody 

KO~038J\2_0.txt KO~l05J\jCO.txt KO~108_A2_0.txt 

KOR .. SMI022_A2_0.txt KOR .. SMI044_A2_0.txt KOR ... SMI069_A2_0.txt 

KO!UlMIU.Il-lAa..O.txt 

TheD, in the case ofICNALE-THA, the fuIIowing paragraph was fuund in _ ~ text ru..; 

~ TllA.J'I'JJ45..JlU.txtand TllA.J'I'J...298..JlU.txt: 

(2) 'lb IllBke things worse, molitlJo_mootloyal"-' dem.nded 1D speok 

wDh my IllBIllIger because she areused me Ii spitting m. her drink. Just from tJDs one day of 

worl<ing, I lesmed that being • waitrees meant DlllOb. more than taking orders. 'Illu must 

live by the ''customers are always right" rmtto and good oomm.unicatian is a must. I 

obviaus1y was not a waitress fur very long. My nett job was a cashier at a supermarket. The 

ability 1D oommumc.t. well wDh -.. here was • """ mal parl of my job. ~ I 

am a nail technician where my ~ment of oommunication skills is very useful when 

worlring with my clients. Through my part-tUne jobs, I have rome across many reo! world 

situations that I now have kcowledge o£ 

This has been inclu.ded. in this paper not tn find fault but tn raise an awareness on the chaIleDges nat 

only of analyzing • CXJllXIl'Il but also ofpreparing the_ 

"MAJORITY 
TIrls 00IJStructi0n involving ... majority" is general1y • linguistic problem ..... regmding article 

uaage. '!be standard _1I<XXIl'Iling 1D Bautista (2oos) is: the WOld "maj1Iiif is preceded by 

an article wIrich is sither'li' or "tha". fu her sbuIy; using ''majoritY' without an article beIin-e it baa 

been ~ <De Ii the most pronounced gramm"'; ... ] _ of Philippine Engti.sh. She 

likewise admittod having difficulty m. accounting for the prevalent """"""'" of tJDs particular 
_ 1D the extont she also __ questions m. her..-ticle: Cal Is "msjority" equalod wDh 

"many" and thereIbre an article is not required? (b) Is "majority" '" cIooeIy .......;.lod wDh the ready­

made phrases "majority wting" or "majority _" or "majority opinion" in the EIp<lIIkeni minds 

that they omit the article when ''majority'' is used as • noun? (p. 206l 

Table 2 .... Ms,jority" 

I Onpus I aocurr..... of I 
I I Ms,jority L-____________ L-__________ --" 
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I No. % No. I % 

IICNALE·PIIL 1!l 42.1 111 57.9 

IJ(NALE·ENS 22 22 100. ~ 0.0 

IICNALE·IIKG 4 100. ~ 0.0 

IJ(NALE·PAK IS 11 61.1 ~ 38.9 

IICNALE·SIN 2a 1 69. ~ 31).4 

IICNALE·CIIN 22 19 B6. ~ laS 

IICNALE·IDN 12 66. ~ 33.3 

IICNALE·JPN 2 50. ~ 50.0 

IICNALE·KOR S 66. ~ 33.3 

IICNALE-THA 2a 11 47> 1 52.2 

jICNALE-TWN 4 1 25- 75.0 

_ as the first quesCan is CXlIlC011led, the equation to "many" is, indeed, a ""'Y likely 

...,Ianatinn. In Tagalog, the _tion d "InanY' is l1JBl"Bl1Ji. Through affimtion ~, this 
wozd IDBrBIDi can be _ into karBmibsn and this is the _ 'I'agalog __ of 

"majarilf. When used in eilller spoken or written disoouraes, there can be _ optimlB: one is to add 

the definite article _ beIbre karBmibsn and it will have been the equivalent of the grammatical 

""'"""""" "Ille majarilf. Hence, if a 'I'agalog spesker will EIIlY _ karBmibsn sa _ DJ8{!"aarsJ, 

the equivalent d BUci:I phrase will have been "Ille mai<n"i'¥ of the students". But it is alBo perfuctly 

a=ptahIe to deIsIs the _and one would sUnpIy ... y karBmibsn sa _ mJl{f"88rIIl m; in English, 

"ms,joriJ;yofthe _ts". 

Gomg over Table 2, ..,..,;Dcally at the result fbund in ICNALE·PIIL when """pared to _ 

components, it can be posU:ed thet this ""'"""""" ~''ma,jority'', whlch ~ 11 times, is 

someIhing unique to ICNALE·PIIL and is a confinned grammatical r.otore dPhilipph>e English. 

But, again, Philippine English. caDI1DI claim sole ownership of this ... _ because the same 

""'"""""" -.Jly ~ 12 times in Thai English. In u.ms of raw ]lEll"COIllages Tai"""""" 
English. displays the highest, fuIlowed by Pbilipph>e English. Subsequent to these two, Thai English, 

Ja_ English, and Pakistani English. fuIlowed D..t. This is good candidate fur future reseorch. 

Here are _ """"p]e; of';' majority"!<>kens fbundin ICNALE: 

(13) ~ of this college part-timers work to _ thOr education. 

(PIII,-PrJ3167_Bl_2.t.t) 

(14) ~ sbotistics show thet mojcriy of the customam say thet they would come to 

have a meal .. usual. (CHN_SMK_205_BU.t.t) 

(15) L ___ ~ the de&ct; mejcrity of rung """"" are raused by smoking 

and alBo oral """"". 0'WN..SMI<..0B4_Bl_2.t.t) 
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Furthermore, in the ENS cmnponen~ there is zero tnkenIoccummre of'" majority". There is always 

the..;-... of the article "a" or "the". The location oftha article, howew.; is not always imme!tialsly 

preceding the word "majority". Sometimes, an adjective immediarely preoodes "majority" like in the 

fi:>Ilowmg-

(16) Cummtly in Japon, I bEilieYe aimge ~ of students study and major in subjects 

that they will rot be intorestBd in at all after theh- gmduation. (ENS11'J_O!lELX1CO.txtl 

(11) I think that aimge mo;jarity of students want 1D work anyway, fur IDaI>Y _ 

<ENSJ'['J_096-.lQl.O.txtl 

(1s) As with my last ""'IJOOIIO, I r.eJ that it is nruob. easier 1D rely on lUlll1bers than it is 1D 

DlIIke qualitative arguments that have lID real basis. I have 1D admit that I am DDt os well 

educated on the subject of smoking and I have DDt recently read any news aIxrut the 

subject, but I would venture 1D say thet an -.mDng ~ af people think that 

smoking sbould be bannedinrestaurants. <ENS_SMK_061_XX_O.txtl 

Still, the art.i::le ''a" is present and so it shoold still be amsidared as "a majority" pattern as ~ to 

... majoritY'. 

SUCH +"SlNGULARNOUN 

The standazd use oftha gmmmaticalconstnu:tion invoMng ''such", ~ 1D Bautista, is os 

fuIlowe: 

BUOb. + alan + singulBr noun (e.g. BUOb. a JDDYie) 

BUOb. +" ..... ncun/plunol noun c..g. such infurmationlBUOb. detail,,) 

modifier + BUOb. + DO\lD c..g. lID BUOb. thing) 

But what she fuund in Philippine EngIisb. • and also in Hong Koog EngIisb. and Singapore EngIisb. • 

is that the noo."Standard U8e af"sucb." takes the fuIlowing oonstructions: 

BUOb. +" singulBr DO\lD c..g. BUOb. JDDYie) 

such + sian mass mun (e.g. such an infi:nmatioo) 

In t<ying 1D count the frequeccy of oa:\Il'l'OIlre, the sizing or the wmd "suob." was _ using 

Ant.Cooc. One kind of. construction is jmmeOjately noticeable: "such as'. This was not mentioned by 

Bautista, but this """""'"'" believes it is coteworthy 1D mention. At the initial.........h fur the wmd 

"sucIi', the number af1nkens that appeared is quite Iruge. In ICNALE·PllLalone, fur example, there 

are 981nkens af the wmd ''such", but 63 af these 1nkens actuBlIy involw "such asI'. 'Ibis particular 

oonstructian is intuitively af!9X'iated to enumerating examplEs. 'lbere is nothing odd in this 

_ and 80 this was oWrightly =luded after a <XIIlOOldancicg list was proclllCIld. Hence, if 
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1llere are 981nkens fur "suob.", 631nkens fur "suob. wi' were subtzacted; thus fucusing the 8llBlysiB on 

the remammg 36 1nkens. From lIDs .....,]ting balanc&'dilI"sn!cm, the Hlentificatioo of wlDch 

"""""""" inwlving"sucli' have s1mldard usage and wlDch do not proooeded. 

The table below prcMdes the frequeocy O>mt fur the amstruction inwlving "sucIi'. Admi_~ 

among the five gnunmatical features analyzed in lIDs stud~ lIDs .. the most difficult 1<> count and 

then analyzed. Also fuund in the table are _ due 1<> _ set of discrepancies where • 

pa>"ticular sentonce in one text file """"" 1<> haw been exactly rop;.d and pasted in1x> another file. It 

oould not be ......tained how lIDs incident 0CClJlT0d, but the filet ,.."".;"" that """" text files have 

berome IIDOlDII!ous because of tIreoe ~ """""""'. Henre, it became • bit more 

_difficult 1<> deal with lIDs data 

Table 3. "Such + flJ singular noun" 

1 ~ 1=1::1=1 :~t: 1~:~I7j:U~ 
IICNALE'PllLI ~ 631 aa*i lsi M~ 27.21 ~ 
IICNALE'ENSI 1031 511 46*1 401 86.91 4.~ ~ 

l::rn' I 91

1 541 31 25

1 67'1 21.1 1 

ICNALE-THA 
ICNALE· 
1WN 

16.7 9 

17.6 

18.1 

Based on the frequency provided in Table 3, the _ ''such + • singular noun" <XX:lRTIlti 

prewlently in Japarus:l E:ng1isb. with 33 tokens.A sample JaJl8llele sentence is shown below: 

Pakisbmi Engtisb. fbllowed .-with 16 oa:un-eru:eo and an example;': 



447

studies, speciBlIyif1lleirjob is vmy brud, eo it Bhoold bevmy im_fur doing part time 

job that they Bhoold have to cboooe ouch ~ cljob wbioh is not 100 muoh Iuud or time 

amsuming. (PAIU'rJ_OOO_BU.atl 

This particular _ is somehow similar to "such kind rL' whlch was also obeemd by 

Bautista (2008) in Hong Kong English in ICE. Further eqrnjnatjon is required as regards the 

deocription cI this kind of con.stroction. The...........ru.- catogori>ed n as • "",,-standard in the belief 

that n sIwuld have been written as ''such • type ofjob".lf the article will be omitted, then "such types 

cljob" could have been used.Again. this _is recommended fur further 0llBlysis. 

en) This ul_y comes down to a """'benefit 8l1B!ysis where the g<Mll11llleIlt baa to 

<Xllllider the pOOtical, eocisl and eammnic impact cI implementing IUCh _ pOOq. 

CSlN_SMK_087_B2_0.atl 

em I find 1UCh .... alamDng because fur me, we are just stnrlents, and it is the job of the 

parents to _ the _ and othe- education-relatsd """""'"_ of 1lleir cbildren. 

<PIIIJ'rJJ55...BU.atl 

~ even in the native """'"""" eX English (ENS) component, • deviation baa <><JClIl!eC!. It 

may be a 1xrder1ine case where it is uncertain haw the writer perceived the ward, i.e., if it is a arunt 

noun or a mass naun. In the :fbllowing emmp1e, the ward is "aperience" - wbicll. in other usage can 

take the plural firm "e.periences". 

(2a) I've held in.temsbips in both of my summers here at university; and I think that I am a 

muchstrongerjobamdidateilianmycls ,,""a1a:zwhodo not have IUCb. eq;a:jfll)Qfl, 

(ENS_PI'J_OOvaco.atl 

At this stsge, the,."..,]ts showthat the """"""'" of this gmmrnaticaJ _ are ~ 

Somehow, nis diffiwlt to fuIIy conclude on the status of this particular ... _. Finally, below are the 

questianBhIe sentences that """"""" more then once in the carpus data . albeit these show standard 

use of the con.stroction. 

(24) I 1lrink il:s delinirely not • wise q>tian to take a part-time job in elICbBnge of losing 

"""" parts of ouch impcrlsnt ~ of _ (Found in boIh 

PIIL_PI'J_1.27_Bl_2.txtand PIIL_PI'J_158_Bl_2.atl 
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(25) When there is no appreciation of their talent, no jobs, DO ~ oontinuously failure ita 

lsads fur oruicide rom"';!ment, robbery; addiction or ouch immaral acIivitioo. (Found m 
PAIO'rJ_101_BU.at, PAIO'rJ_131_BU.at, PAIU'rJ_197_A2_0.trt 
(26) It _ financial bunlen ri ouch Iarp _ (Found m 

PAIO'I'J_037_B1_2.trtandPAK_Pl'J_1l9_A2_0.txtl 

f:J.1J Secmdl~ ~ and numerous compounds, will seriously pollute our air qualitJIll' 

smoIcing m...........,.. and otherindom- ....... the pollution caused by...-tam more serious 

ouch ... _ will not only affect the power of the other ~ do DDt smoke will pollute 

ourfuod.(Foundm1WNJlMIUOO..BU.trtand~035..BU.txtl 

ASBUIIE +1lJ INIlIIIECTOI!JllCr 
~ the standard use of thls 00Il8tructi00 is: the verb nrust be fuIIowed by an _ 

object. IIoweve!; m the study of Bautista (2006), there were • number ri tnkens fuund m the ICE 

data where the _ object;' abeent. StrilOngIy, not mucll can be !tiscussed wing the ICNALE 

data because the frequeccy ofllle word "_ oreurred very rarely. It oreurred onoo m ICNALE· 

Pm... in the fuIIowing sent.eno:!: 

(26) Restaurants, en the other hand, are the pIare wIrlch we must ...... iIr our heal!h 

because it;' where we .... eating. (PHL .. SMIU36_BU.txtl 

The other and last """"""'" m ICNALE·PIIL;' m the furm of. post tense, Le ....... assured". The 

aame past tenae furm IIp]lOIIreC! ooce m ICNALE-TWN ae m the fuIbwing eIIIIIlple: 

f:}.g) I am quite_ that gettlcg. part-timejob;' ~fur college 

UWN_Pl'J_llfi_B1_2.txtl 

L:lstl.y, it appeared once in ICNALE-HKG and. once in ICNALE-CHN too. 

studenta. 

(JJo) Seoondl~ some jobs, eucllae a fiunily..-, .... difli>rent fu>m other part-time jobo, theae 

jobs doeent only help othem' study; but also ...... the ........ themaelWl! review the 

knowledgethat bas bean _ (CIIN_Pl'J_l79_BU.txtl 

In the very ..... inatances that they ~ =Iuding the past tense, their usage ;. etandard. 

Th.ereIbre, insofar as the ICNALE data is ancem.ed, Bautista's tentative amcl1.1Erlan. oonreming 

"assure + I2J inclirect object", this resesrcher affirms its tents.t.iveDess. 

WHEREIN 

Among the five grammaticaJ coostructians re-investigated here, the word "wherein" is the most 

...-tam that thls """"""'" can fully oonclude ID be • fealme of Philippine English. It oreurred 14 
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times in the ICNALE-PIIL. Below are all theinstan<:es that the word~: 

(31) A part-time job refers 1Xl an employment position or job posting wherein fi>wer hours are 

put in per week by an indiWiual than • full-time job. (PHL_PrJ_019_Bl_2.tzll 

(3W In living the ooIlege IDe, students are gnodually tmined 1Xl beoome actual citizms of the 

ooun1:>ywhmein theypmctice their cboeen proIiosskm. (PHL_PrJ_039_Bl_2.tzll 

(33) Probably the mcot rommon type;" the ones whmein students study during the day and 

work at night. il'HIJ'rJ_049...BU.tzll 

(34) In 1Xlday's time _ the cost of living here in our """,tty ;" rising """'Y now and 

then .. always, pract;caliw shall be applied by all il'HIJ'rJ_05IUlU.tzll 

(as) It is a very :Oexible working boor wherein one can go to work during his or her 

am"";""t lime. il'HIJ'rJ_077...BU.tzll 

(36) Some scbooIs ""'" _ echoIamhips wherein students will ...... time in the BCbooI, • 

,;gn that ...., the scbooIs have joDwd in pnMding jobs fur the students. 

(PHL_PrJ_087_Bl_2.tzll 

(31) It ;" the point wherein the students will be tmined 1Xl act lil<e 

adul1o.(PHL_PrJ_097_BU.tzll 

(36) ~ on the other band ;" the """"""tion stage whmein it helps you land in a good 

job. (PHL_PrVIO_Bl_2.tzll 

(39) SmoIcing ~ in the public pIare must be strictly prohibitod and especially 1Xl the 

restaunmts-"'peopIeare ... tingfbods.~023...BU.txt> 

(40) We know that restaurant ;" a1mcot an em.nsioo of our bouse, -. there are 

children that gives alIergy1Xlthem. (pHkSMIUI3-l..BU.tzll 

(41) Alaw bOB already been implemented in the Philippines -... people are design""" 

BIll<lkiIlg areaa especially in public places. (PHL_SMK_039_BU.tzll 

(.w Smoking, nowadays, ;" 00llIIidered as • major vice, -.... majority of the users are 

-.-. (PHL_SMK_057_Bl_2.tzll 

(43) SmoIDng ;" an act _ the pe!OOIl smoking ;" actually slowly killing _ by 

inbalingthooe barmful subotanceo that are in the a-. (PHL_SMK_097_Bl_2.tzll 

(44) I have always been part of the scene __ are in here and in there. 

(PHL_SMK_147_BU.txt> 

The only instance that "wbereiIi' ~ in the other components of ICNALE was in ICNALE· 

THA. But the sen.t".eral where it oreurred is mt even romprehensible that it can be disregarded. 

(45) Part-time job have DlBDY type; sampIe, work in restaurant, help at office, help at 

university and sales offuasy In Kasetsart University Chalemprakiat Selmnnalrhon Provinre 

Campus, most students like help at wriverai.t}{ Because working at university is wherein. 

Sample port1:ime job in university; at librmy (EIeIpicg Iihrarian cull books, check lJookio}, at 



450

In the _ of the ICNALE components, "wherein" did not existIoccur. TIris is a very conclusive 

mmcation that the use of the won:! "whereUi' is "'"- Ix> Philippine English. It is a highly fbrmal or 

legalistic won!. Bautista associatal n Ix> the all1Jlll"POl!O linker DB in Tagalog. But this ,..,.,.".,..ru is 

inclined Ix> ~ it wUh the Tagalog phrase DB kung eaan wIllch is usually _ by Tagalog 

speo.ken especially when they "" Ix> explain or eIaborato an issue. The won:! lamgin the saUl phrase 

""""" "if', wbile the won:! saan """"'" "where". The linker DB plus 'If where" do not add "" Ix> a 

meoningful <XlIlBhuctiml; but in Tagalog DB kung eaan . which is CODSiderabIy infbrmal or a casual 

uttenmre . will be the closest 1zanslation of "whereUi' and so n appellllllilat L1 inlafereDre is the 

influenre behind the prevalence of this grammatical feature ofPbilippine English. 

IV Conclusion 

TIris re-inwstigDtion bas yielded the llillowingooncl_ One, inregmd Ix> the _ "one 

r:i. the + singular noun", it can be asserted that it bas become a grammatical feature of. Philippine 

English. aJbe;tn ~ be solely claimed by the wriety.,...;..Jy because it oa=redin athe>- Asisn 

Englisbes. Two, .. regards the canstructioo. ... majority" is lilrewise a conclusive feature ofPbilippine 

English but it should be noted that Thei English shares this filature. Three, abrut the "such + • 

singular noon" construction, further E!lt8IIlination is recommended because there seems to be a 

mixture of athe>- filatures inwlwd here. The .... counting of frequency is a daunting and tedious 

taak, and the ~ requires more specific methods. But it is inleresticg Ix> D<Jte lilat this 

_ is more prevalent in Ja_ English. Pakistani English. and Singapore English than 

in Philippine English. Four, .".,.,.,."mg the ......... + • indirect objecf' construction, the u.ntati .. 

mIY'lllsion afBautista:remalns tentative since ICNALE data shawed a frequency that is amsiderably 

equal to none..And fifth, am:mg the five grammatical oonst.ructions studied here, the word "wherWf 

can be :regarded as an abaolute grammatical featme unique to Philippine English since it only validly 

oa=red in the ICNALE·PIIL. 
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