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Underprepared Students ™ Use of College: Student Success
Indicated by Educational Background of Parents and
High-school Grade

Keiko, Yoshihara (Hyogo University)

Yoshiko, Kato (Kansai University of International Studies)

This paper shows that student success in college has two aspects: academic
performance and smooth transition to the world of work, and that they are determined
by three factors: academic performance in high-school, that in college and having
a parent graduated from college.

Dividing our student samples, those of a rank C college in the universalized stage
of higher education, into four groups by generation and high-school grade, their
paths of college experiences from their first year through third year are examined.
Three most significant findings are:

1) High-school grade can be a good predictor of academic success of students in
college;

2) By their third year groups of lower high-school grade catch up on academic
performance; and

3) Preparation for job-hunting and preference in future jobs are differentiated
by generation.

College experience and getting a job are loosely connected; however, this connection
is not based on good academic performance. This loose connection is rather
represented by a certain attitude: "keeping an adequate distance™ from what college
provides. The non-first generation students are successful being moderately
committed to college life as well as utilizing the symbolic value of college diploma
for their future. To the contrary, first generation students seem to have
difficulty being connected to their college experiences in order to get prepared
for a job; they tend to use college as a vocational school to be too much committed
in studying, or disconnect their future from their college experiences and its
meanings.

This implies that simply improving academic performance of students, which this



college seems successful in, would not bridge the gap between first-generation and
non-first generation students. Even underprepared for college, non-first

generation students use their inherited cultural capital, such as knowledge on and
attitude toward college and future, to survive in college and connect themselves

to the world of work.





