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A study on gagaku musicians’
economic activity as feudal lords:
referring to the newly discovered
documents of Shimogawara family

in Heguri town

TERAUCHI Naoko

This article focuses on the economic activity of gagaku (royal court
music) musicians as feudal lords. Preceding studies have clarified that
they were given seven villages in a part of present-day Nara prefecture by
the Tokugawa government. They, as the lords, directly controlled lands
and collected taxes by themselves. This article introduces newly discovered
documents of Shimogawara family, who was an influential figure of the
region, higher than farmers in terms of social class, and was a mediator
between musicians and farmers. The documents include plans of mansion,
maps of villages, and a letter of petition. According to two plans of
Shimogawara mansion of different periods, the residence seems quite
large, which is bigger than any of the surviving old houses of rich farmers
around the area. A map of Jinnan village shows land-use and water supply
of the territory and a map of Tsubai village depicts important landmarks
of the commune, several of which have been lost today. These plans and
maps are particularly useful for tracing the inspection tour on the lands
conducted by the musicians themselves. Also, a letter of petition is helpful
to understand the process of tough negotiation between musicians and

farmers for tax payment.





