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A Study on the Influence of Utilization of Vacant House and Vacant Site on
the Residential Environment in the Piedmont Densely Built-up
Residential Areas
— About Community Formation by the Vacant Site for Disaster Prevention
in a Residential Area on Higashi-Tarumi District at Kobe —
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Key words:  Piedmont densely built-up residential areas, residential environment, vacant site for disaster prevention

in a village, vacant house, vacant site

Piedmont densely built-up residential areas in Japan have many problems in residential environment,
piedmont densely built-up residential area and difficulty of walking. To improve such housing conditions,
many policies have recently been planned on the utilization of vacant house and vacant site for the piedmont
densely built-up residential areas. Among which, City of Kobe is attracting much attention for its
reconstruction project for the ‘Vacant Site for Disaster Prevention in a Residential Area’ that started from the
Higasi-Tarumi District as a hew way to not only solve the problems in vacant houses and vacant sites but also
improve the residential environment of the piedmont densely built-up residential areas. Accordingly, this study
aimed to identify the effects of this project on the residential environment as well as the process of the project
and look for the things to improve by conducting a survey of the administrative agencies that are associated
with the project and the resident organizations. It also provided the directions for the future by referring to the

case study of City of Busan, Korea.
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