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Albert Speer’s Theory of Ruin Value

Keiko ISHIDA

Albert Speer (1905-1981), Hitler’s favorite architect, designed some of the
Third Reich’s most impressive monuments. His architecture was built according
to The Theory of Ruin Value. He argued that the Third Reich monuments
should be erected with the consideration that they keep aesthetic value even
after thousands of years, such as ruins like Roman and Greek monuments. In
his memoir in 1969, Speer described how he presented his theory to Hitler in
the form of a romantic drawing of the future Zeppelin Field as it might look like
a ruin—overgrown with ivy. Hitler recognized the value of this theory instantly,
and thereafter, Third Reich buildings were to be built with the slogan “stone
instead of steel.” Some researchers have suggested that Speer’s theory inherited
the romantic imagination for ancient ruins by the picturesque, or capriccio,
influential aesthetic sentiment in 18"-century Europe. My view, however, is that
there is a considerable difference between Speer’s theory and the aesthetic of
the 18th century, which found aesthetic value in ruins. In this paper, I aim to
point out the genealogy and uniqueness of Speer’s theory by comparing it with
the taste and imagination for ruins by John Soane (1753-1837), an influential

architect of neoclassicism in 18"-19" century Britain.

Keywords: Albert Speer, Nazism, ruin, John Soane, architecture
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