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Education with Love and Empathy: The Last Lecture of Kazuo Itoga
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08 FEHIHBFNDEAL  Children Are the Protagonists of Education
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(44)£i—Whether education takes place in schools or welfare facilities, it occurs in the context of relationships between human
beings. And by having good relationships between children and caregivers or teachers, children grow in positive directions.
How are such relationships achieved?
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(45)#£—1In both nursery schools and kindergartens, it is our duty to observe how children develop and to consider what kind of
education they should rightfully receive.
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(45)47—1In this way, even though they receive specialized treatment at these facilities, if children have multiple disabilities (we use
the word “chofizku” when there are two disabilities and “fizkugd’ when there are three disabilities or more), facilities that
specialize in handling only one disability cannot accept them. So new facilities with new roles and standards had to appear.
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(45)£—We are talking about children who are still in the process of growth and development. So while children are subjects to be
educated, they are also protagonists of education — this is one approach.
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(46)7—Protection centers are educational institutions, and the emphasis of that education should not be on reading, writing and
arithmetic but rather it should aim to fully develop and enrich the child’s personality.
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(46)£—This kind of thinking reflects an overly rigid attachment to standardization and formalities. By attaching a label such as
“this child lacks love” to a child, we create a child who lacks love.

21 HEFNFETENEDZE  The Teacher Should First Have a Big Heart
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(46)fi—Bureaucratization actually causes emotional disturbance. It is a condition in which one’s perspective becomes hardened;
when one is able to think only in terms of categories, and the ability for rich, flexible, deep and profound vision is lost.
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(46)fi—They assume that only those who can read, write and calculate are upstanding and educated. In that case, a child with an
emotional disturbance or intellectual disability becomes someone with zero human value.
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(46)£i—Under these circumstances, it is extremely important for us to be freed from such a stubborn perspective.
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(47)/—We are human. We should be guided by the true structure of education; that is, education that is built on relationships
between human beings and in turn creates human beings. As we teachers venture more deeply into the struggle with
ourselves, we create opportunities to make great advances, to find worthy work, and to make our lives meaningful. I think
that we need to realize that through this process we discover what makes our lives worth living.

24 EELIEHEDOLIE  Rehabilitation and Emotional Stability
- AR D FEENIER &0 D b OBIEEFIHED 13 OFERIZH 5 — Do o bl A T,

(47)/—Recently [Translator’s note: in 1967] a new kind of institution for children with severe mental and physical disabilities was
added to the 13 categories prescribed in the Child Welfare Act.
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(474 —That is, welfare institutions for children are no longer discussed as primarily protective and accommodative facilities.
Rather they are linked to the contemporary topic of providing new forms of rehabilitation & ryoikul.
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(47)4—The main problem for children is emotional stability and feelings of dejection. The proper function of a family is to provide
children with a stable environment.
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(48)/—Regarding the institutional environment, we have the physical environment and the human environment. In the physical
environment, I would encourage maintaining a beautiful garden with flowering plants. The human environment refers to the
child’s relations with teachers, relationships between children and relationships between teachers. The issue of how to create
relationships and what constitutes our responsibilities in terms of relationships is the theme of today’s lecture as expressed in
the title, “Human Relationships in Institutions.” All success in education rests on the basis of human relations.

32 BHNERERBETELELVFELS  Children Who Cannot Express their Desires
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(48)fi—However there are people in this world who cannot find representation. Children are such people; they have no way to
express themselves. People with intellectual impairments are the same. It is difficult for people with mental impairments
whose psychological development stopped at two or three years of mental age to express themselves even when they reach the
age of 20 or 30. Who will speak for these people?
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(48)£—1It is our duty to insure that the interests of both parties are fairly represented. ,The teacher should not be sacrificed to
protect the happiness of the child. But neither should the child be sacrificed to one-sidedly protect the interests of the teacher.
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(49/£—We have arrived at the issue of rehabilitation [ryoikul. The term refers to treament and education. The German word
heilpddagogik has been around for a long time, and refers to the integration of treatment and education.

38 ANEEFNTARBELS  OnBeing Born as Persons and Becoming Human
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(49)/£—My view is that we are “born as persons and become human” [hito to umarete ningen to narul. What I mean is that we are
born as individuals and eventually become human beings.
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(50)/£—However to say that we are born as persons and become human means that we are born possessing a social existence but
we have to tackle the problem of this social existence. This is the role of education.
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(50)/=—We are born as persons and become human. The word “human being” [Translator’s note: A[f] ningen in Japanese] is
written with the Chinese characters meaning “between people.” It does not refer to one person alone. It refers to having a
social existence. Human relationships form the basis of our humanity which means that relationships are the reason for our
existence. So having a social existence attests that we are becoming human beings. To live means that we live as social beings.

42 HBEOMHSE  The World of Empathy
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(50)/245—1In fact, everyone has a disability. We are all disabled when we are born. When you were born, you could not speak
Japanese. You can all imagine what it is like when we were newborns. If you have a photograph of yourself you can take a look.
When seeing yourself as a baby your response would be, “Excuse me, is that me?” I have recently become a grandfather and I
went to see my grandchild. He was really red! It makes you think, what is cute about this child? Gradually the baby becomes
endearing but at first the child looks seriously mentally and physically disabled.
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(504 —Those who encounter obstacles in the process of development are called mentally retarded or mentally and physically
disabled. Yet all of us throughout our lives repeatedly encounter obstacles and again and again we must overcome them to
move forward. We have arrived where we are in our lives by repeatedly overcoming obstacles. Obstacles are always placed
before us.
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(50)4—In this respect, we are basically the same as those people with mental retardation or with mental and physical disabilities.
I am interested to know more about the world of empathy that emerges from the fact that disabled and nondisabled people
share the same origins. We can see these shared origins when considering human growth from the developmental perspective.
Rationally as well we can see that shared origins form the basis of the world of empathy.
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(51)/E—Love is something that grows. It grows because it originally occurs within us. Love is not something that can be purchased
with money. Love is not something that sticks to you without your knowledge. However, for true love to grow, feelings of love
that exist in the complex feelings of “love and hate” must grow first.
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(51)7/£—Recently the movie The Children before the Dawn was filmed at Biwako Gakuen.
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(51)/£—He said that he found it frightening and creepy in the beginning. However in the course of watching for two hours, the
children who appear in the movie with names such as Nabe-chan, Mitsui-kun, and Shimo-chan began to grow on him. “The
children became adorable after watching for a while” he said.
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(52)/£—1In raising a child it is important that we not make their intellectual development the sole issue. As I have said at the start
and will repeat once again, what is truly important is to “put down roots.” Roots must be firmly placed in the soil. A child’s
roots cannot be floating above the soil. To raise a child into an outstanding human being, you need to develop the emotions not
the intelligence. In the development of human beings it is extremely important that the roots are firmly embedded in the
great earth.

59 HEE  Educational Love
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(563)/£4—My story aside, “educational love” [kydiku a1l is not some kind of wonderful love that we can instantly access. Rather, as
I mentioned earlier, it emerges from years of interpersonal contact. In the beginning it is extremely unpleasant, especially
when one is caring for a child with a disability.
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(54)/£—We know that we can reach a high level of love and that love runs through the foundations of education. I think it would
be wonderful if as a result of today’s talk you come away with a memory that you have heard somewhere that within human
relationships - relationships that are usually based on buying and selling through the medium of material objects or
relationships that are usually entered into only with the confidence of having money in one’s pocket -- there is such a thing
called “the seven gifts without possessions” [#4 DLl muzai no nanasel.
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(55)4—His voice was already powerfully filled with spirit. I guess he wanted to talk about the important meaning of the phrase,
“Let these children be the light of the world [Z D75 % DY kono kora wo yo no hikari nil.” According to the position of the
particles [in Japanese] “wo” and “ni” in the sentence, one interpretation of the sentence may be “let’s provide these children
with light” [Z D7 52D % kono kora ni yo no hikari wol.” However, I think that Mr. Itoga wanted to say that in fact these
children are the light of the world; these children are full of vitality and have wonderful personalities that make those of us
around them and the rest of the world realize the vitality of our own lives. I believe that what Mr. Itoga wanted to urge most
strongly when he said “Finally...” was that those children are the light of the world and we must exert great effort to have
them be the light of the world.
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(55)4i—The Principal was too busy. He dedicated too much time to others and too little to himself, and more than anything else, he
dedicated himself to the children. As I thought about his thin frame that I supported that day, I remember feeling deeply
regretful about the heavy burdens that fell on his shoulders and highly resentful against something or someone. [Translator’s
note: The writer is resentful of the society that pushed Itoga to his death.]
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