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COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION BY CREATIVE
USE OF THE OPEN SPACE FOR DISASTER
PREVENTION:

THE CASE STUDY OF THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT
OF NAGATA WARD, KOBE CITY

Kazuo Fujino

Abstract

Kobe City has laid out ‘machinaka-bousaikuchi’ (the vacant lot for disaster prevention in the downtown) in
order to secure the space for prevention of the spread of a fire or the other disasters. This space is expected to be
used as common space in daily life. The theme of this research is to clarify the requirements for revitalization of
community by creative use of ‘machinaka-bousaikuchi’. In the case study of the southern district of Nagata
Ward, the effort has a potential as a generator of ‘Cultural Commons.’ For the purpose of such creative use of
the space, it’s important to form and cultivate the subject in the community who coordinate the tripartite
agreement, which is made by the landowner, the Machizukuri-Council (the council of town planning) and Kobe
City. How these three actors, the administration, the consultant and artists can cooperate in order to realize the
key point? In this paper, this subject is clarified by participant observation and interview.
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