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Establishment of Fusionism in Postwar
American Conservatism: The Ideological

Confrontation between Frank S. Mayer
and Murray N. Rothbard

Hirotaka Inoue

Although fusionism in American conservatism is turning at a crossroad, we
have little knowledge about what fusionism in postwar America is about in
Japan. In the paper, 1 focus on the conservative thought of Frank S. Meyer
and analyze three elements, traditionalism, libertarianism and anti-communism,
that constitute the fusionism established in 1962 by Meyer in In Defense
of Freedom: A Conservative Credo. In addition to this analysis, I compare
Meyer’s fusionism with libertarianism of Murray N. Rothbard in terms of war,
state and imperialism. The comparison gives us a finding that libertarianism
remained inferior to the idea of anti-communism in the era of the Cold War,
which Meyer thought defended good America and the Western world from
the evil Soviet Union. As for traditionalism, Mayer seems to put the idea
of traditionalism on the position of being only a patron of anti-communism,

although Meyer himself converted to Catholicism just before his death.

Keywords: Frank S. Mayer, Murray N. Rothbard, fusionism, traditionalism,

libertarianism and anti-communism





