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Progress and Characteristics of the National Congress Deliberations
on “Progressive Introduction of Free Education” (Forth Report): The 2015t Session in 2020
WATANABE Akio*

Abstract

The progress and characteristics of the National Congress deliberations on "Progressive Introduction of
Free Education" from the 190th in 2016 to the 200th in 2019 had already been clarified with my previous
reports. This new fourth report deals with the deliberation at the 201st National Congress Session
(2020.1.20-6.17). With the same methodology utilizing the Parliamentary Minutes Search System, the
author researched articles by using search keywords of "free education" and/or "poor student". In the first
half of the session, discussions were held regarding the enforcement of the Act on Support for Learning
Higher Education (ASLHE), and in the latter half, discussions shifted to responding to sudden changes in
family budget due to the COVID-19 pandemic and emergency support for needy students. As the difficulty
and distress of students under the spread of COVID-19 became more serious, the initial framework of the
ASLHE, which had to be limited to low-income small groups due to the budget within the consumption
tax increase was questioned. The earnest views expressions and signature campaigns of students have
resulted in expanding the scale and scope of support. The remaining research topics are to clarify the
implementation status of the Emergency Student Support Handout for Continuing Studies after the
session, and to consider the Diet deliberations of Republic of Korea for Japan-Korea comparative study.
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Act on Support for Learning Higher Education, COVID-19 Pandemic, Sudden Change in Family Budget,
Poor Student, Student View Expression, Student Signature Campaign, Emergency Student Support
Handout for Continuing Studies
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