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A Study on Usage Trends of Conjunctive Particle tari in 

Spoken Japanese 

 
  

CHEN Yu 
 

summary  
The conjunctive particle tari can be used in parallels of two or more, but can also be 

used singly. It is known that single tari has a role of "exemplifying usage" and "non-
exemplifying usage". Previous studies have analyzed the meanings and functions of the 
"non-exemplifying usage" of single tari, but actual-use surveys only divide tari into single 
usage and parallel usage based on form. However, there is a high possibility that "non- 
exemplifying usage" may be confounded with "exemplifying usage", and so it is necessary 
to further separate them in order to clarify usage trends. Therefore, this study not only 
separates single usage from parallel usage based on form, but also tries to use meaning 
to separate "non-exemplifying usage" from "exemplifying usage", and uses the "Meidai 
Dialogue Corpus" of native Japanese speakers’ language to examine usage trends of tari. 
Furthermore, according to previous research, tari is often used in conjunction with toka 

and shite. There is a high rate of appearance of taritoka in "exemplifying usage", while 
tarishite and taritokashite are associated with "non-exemplifying usage". Therefore, this 
study separates tari and taritoka and investigates them by their conjugation in order to 
verify whether the connected form is related to usage. 
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