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‘Discovery’ of a saibara song “Sakurabuto” in Nagoya: the creation of local

gagakuy tradition
TERAUCHI Naoko

Saibara is a vocal genre of the Japanese court music gagaku. This
essay explores the process and meaning of the localization of a saibara
song “Sakurabuto” in Nagoya, one of the big cities in Japan that locates in
between Tokyo and Osaka. “Sakurabuto” was an old popular saibara song
sung by the court noblemen during Heian times but it lost its vitality in the
medieval era. Today, it is totally forgotten by the imperial gagakyu musicians
in Tokyo. The song, however, was revived in Nagoya around 1955, since
the song contains some local place names that could be identified with
those currently located in Nagoya city. The revived “Sakurabuto” is now
registered as an intangible cultural asset of Nagoya city and performed by
local amateur gagaky musicians. This essay examines how “Sakurabuto”
was ‘discovered’ by the people of Nagoya and gained reality as local
gagaku repertoire by analyzing the process of the revival of the song and

recent discourses on the song uttered by the local practitioners in Nagoya.
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