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Current Situation of Childcare and Education Expenses and Support Measures
by Local Governments: A Case Study of Shimane Prefecture, Japan
from the Viewpoint of Progressive Introduction of Free Education
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Current Situation of Childcare and Education Expenses and Support Measures by Local Governments:
A Case Study of Shimane Prefecture, Japan from the Viewpoint of Progressive Introduction of Free Education

Kiyomi Kawauchi !

In 2012, the Japanese Government has withdrawn its reservation of Article 13(2) of the International Agreement on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights, and has started to gradually make education free at the level of secondary and tertiary education. Based on
the previous research of the principles and measures of progressive introduction of free education, the latest situation of educational
expenses and support measures from childcare until post-secondary education was therein clarified for the situation of Shimane
Prefecture, Japan.

Shimane Prefecture faces a declining birth rate, an ageing population as well as depopulation in the mountainous regions.
The prefecture supports the efforts of municipalities in the prefecture to provide total support for marriage, childbirth, and child rearing
in accordance with local conditions. In all age groups, support measures in rural areas are based on the need to counter the decline in the
population and the ageing of the population in order to ensure the survival of the region.

The introduction of free education in the countryside will reduce the administrative burden of relieving the financial burden
on the population, improve the quality of education itself and lead to an improvement in the quality of education. The introduction of
such financial support and changes in the way the government responds will provide an opportunity to solve various problems in the
local education and childcare sector while also improving the treatment of the staff.

Key words: educational expenses, progressive introduction of free education, local policy, childcare and education,
access to higher education
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