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Impression of the Cityscape:
Factors and Ways that Change the Impression of the Cityscape

= FE
Chika Miyake

Abstract

In this study, the impression of Japanese cityscape is investigated. The main purpose
is to find the factors which change the impression of the cityscapes and to suggest ways
to improve the impression. First, the survey was conducted to find out the impression of
present cityscapes. In this survey, participants were asked to give the first impression
of the assigned photo by ‘good’ or ‘bad’ and evaluate the landscape with twelve
pairs of adjectives. The result showed seven, out of twelve, pairs of adjectives were highly
related to the impression. Furthermore, it was revealed that four factors in the photos
led to the impression expressed by the seven pairs. Based on this analysis, the four
factors in photos were modified to improve the impression. Using the modified photos,
the second survey was conducted for the same participants to observe changes in
impression. The result from the second survey showed that participants got the better
impression from the modified photos. In conclusion, four ways to improve the impression
are proposed; to increase the amounts of plants, to reduce boards, to remove obstacles
such as fences and parked bicycles and to restrict variations in colors on building walls. -

Keywords: Landscape, Impression, Semantic differential scale method, Adjective,
Improvement
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