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Abstract

Comparative Study on Japanese Literature:
wEr

HH#A T2 A] %L Cridert Lkt TtFR DR
"the 7th man" by Haruki Murakami through "Kokoro" by Soseki Natsume
There is an established theory that “The 7% Man” is a novel by Haruki Murakami based on

“Kokoro.” The purpose of this study is to examine how Murakami rewrites “Kokoro” and what
he expresses in “The 7% Man.” To assess this, the hypothesis that “The 7% Man” is a rewriting of

“Kokoro™ is investigated. Also, using the points of view argued in the dispute of “Kokoro”, “The
7% Man” is thoroughly examined. Two bases support the hypothesis : the two works have both

similarities and differences, and Murakami gives a critique of “Kokoro.” Concerning the dispute
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of “Kokoro,” two methods are used in new interpretations by Yoichi Komori and Chiaki Ishihara.

They examine some of the natraters in both novels relatively and focus on collisions of narration

-of “Kokoro” to express the mind of people today modified by the perspective of others rather than
the responsibility for ego which Soseki expresses in “Kokoro,” and that Murakami attempts to
indicate that the perception of ego in post modern society is different from the one in modern.

“The 7% Man.” Finally, it is concluded that Haruki Murakami writes “The 7% Man” as a rewriting
Keywords: Japanese Literature, “The 7 Man”, Haruki Murakami, “Kokoro™, Soseki Natsume

in order to think about their background. These two methods are applied into this study to analyze
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