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A study on the musical structure of
the Yamato-uta songs of Kasuga-taisha shrine: focusing on the notations preserved
in a gagaku musician Higashi family in Nara
Naoko TERAUCHI

This paper explores musical characteristics of Yamato-uta songs, one of the
indigenous vocal genre in the Japanese court music gagaku. The Yamato-uta
accompanies dance, which is called Yamato-mai. Currently, there are two traditions
of Yamato-mai (Yamato-uta); the one performed in the court ritual Chinkon-sai and
the other practiced in the annual events in Kasuga-taisha shrine in Nara. The latter
had been transmitted in a specific priest family of the shrine, Tomita, but was widely
disseminated into other shrines after the Meiji Restoration (1868). This paper clarifies
melodic structures of Yamato-uta of Kasuga-taisha based on the analysis of three
neumatic notations of the Meiji period written by gagaku musicians in Nara, Higashi
Tomoaki (1831-?) and his son Tomokata (1873-1897).

Yamato-uta of Kasuga-taisha includes at least “Ichi-uta” and “Ni-uta,” both danced
by a chief priest, “Ichi-uta,” “Ni-uta,” “San-uta,” “Yon-uta,” “Go-uta,” “Roku-uta,”
“Nana-uta,” and “Hachi-uta,” danced by other priests, and “Kazoe-uta,” “Kashiwa-
uta,” and “Rikka.” This paper clarifies that some songs share same melodies and as a
result only 9 different melodies are discriminated in the 13 pieces in actuality.

Tomita Mitsuyoshi (?-?), a priest of Kasuga-taisha, strenuously taught Yamato-mai
in various shrines in the early Meiji era. He wrote a textbook Yamato-mai denshu-no-
shiki, which showed an appropriate order in learning Yamato-uta songs. This paper
also clarifies that one of the three notations of Higashi family was edited following
this order.

F—U—FER FHRE BADEE RAK EEREEZA
Keywords : Yamato-uta, Kasuga-taisha, Tomita Mitsuyoshi, Higashi Tomoaki, Yamato-
mai denshu-no-shiki
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