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—Get up-to-date Awaji Is. & Hyogo

Date : October 26, 2019 Saturday

Places : Awaji-city “the Former name of Hokudan-town”

Visiting : Land Readjustment for Recovery Areas at TOSHIMA District in Awaji-city
Nojima Fault Preservation Museum
Disaster Storyteller Picture-story
version “Something to Tell from Ma-kun the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake
Disaster Storyteller

”»

Hosted : Research Center for Urban Safety and Security, Kobe University
Center for Resilient Design, Kobe University
Multidisciplinary Integration for Resilience and Innovation; MIRAI,
Kobe University
Co-hosted : COC+ Hyogo-Kobe Platform Association
Nojima Fault Preservation Museum
Support :  Promotion Office for Disaster Science and Quake Restoration Support,
Kobe University
JSPS (B) 16H05666
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JR shin-nagata North Land Readjustment for Recovery Areas
JR shin-nagata South Re-development for Recovery Areas

Hiyoshi 5 Residential Community
Takatori Church (BAN Shigeru Architects)
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(EERXE™ (IHILXHET) : Former Hokudan-town : Awaji-city, Hyogo Prefecture)
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It is a great experience for me to visit Nojima Fault preservation museum and find out
more about the Great Hanshin Awaji Earthquake. I suppose the government and the
Japanese community have strong commitment to learn a lot form the past experiences
so that they can prevent the next disaster more carefully. Moreover, I think it is a great
idea to hear personal experiences from the people who affected by the disaster. The
Storyteller part about Ma-kun is also such a touchy way to give a lesson for children or
people about the impact of the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake. Thank you giving me
this interesting experiences.

Thank you very much for taking us to this field trip. It was very great experience. I am
learning and am gaining new knowledges, especially how Hokudan community built
back their livelihood better.

I learned a lot about the causes and conditions of the Great Hanshin Awaji Earthquake.
It was also pleasantly surprised by the results of reconstruction in Toshima region.

It was a fresh experience for me. About the disaster knowledge I have is from TV show
or Internet, so I have the stereo cognition about earthquake including the theoretical
knowledge, the recovery site of fault and the experiences of earthquake. We cannot
predict occurrence of earthquake or other disaster, what we can only do is the reduce
loss of life and property by performing disaster drill, especially earthquake drill
regularly.

Story telling is so amazing. It can improve children’s awareness on how to protect
themselves.

I am deeply moved by the fact that daily communication among neighbors could help to
save live at the critical moment.

As a visitor from outside Japan, this visit to Awaji Island was significant in a number of
different ways. There was a sense of connection with those who had experience this 1995
quake, because aspects of it were like the quakes experienced in the Canterbury region
in 2010-11. What was different was exposure once again to the preservation of damage
from the disaster. There was the exposed fault line, preserved, with the museum built
around it. There was the house that was damaged but preserved as an example of the
impact of the quake. There was a sculptural body of metal from Kobe city that illustrated
the impact and strength of the quake. Much more costly effort in Japan goes into
preserving evidence of damage as a form of memorializing disasters than is the case in
New Zealand.

OMEZT.#2AIRTSHESL /SEEK OUT Ol % 2@RETHFER /SEEK OUT 1
(EE R P : Kobe-city, Hyogo prefecture)
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I learnt most on this fieldtrip from the visit to the Takatori Community Centre and
will seek to pass on information about the centre to those who work at the
Christchurch Resettlement Services and the Canterbury Refugee Resettlement and
Resource Centre that also provide support for refugees and new immigrants. They also
provide community-based support for people from different cultural backgrounds and
respond to resettlement and acculturation issues as well as psychosocial and mental
health needs.
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“Majority of Japan's 1995 Hanshin quake storytellers aged at least 70: study”

(Kumiko Yamaji, Researcher, Office of Promoting Regional Partnership, Kobe University)
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Actions of Regional Partnership to Realize a Safe
and Secure Society Passing Down the Disaster
Experiences to the Next Generation/Others and

Learning Part III

Kumiko YAMAJI

Kobe University, as one of the representative universities of Hyogo prefecture,
considers that experiences, knowledge, and findings related to disaster recovery from the Great
Hanshin-Awaji earthquake are crucial for disaster response, in order to enhance natural
disaster management and preparedness, given the risk of future disasters such as the Nankai
Trough earthquake, flood damage, and so on. It is also important for university education and
research in various forms to be able to make use of such information.

At the Office of Promoting Regional Partnership at Kobe University, there is an
ongoing effort to realize a safe and secure society in collaboration with the Urban Safety
Research Center, anchored in the Regional Partnership Project of the University Finding Point
or so-called “COC+ project” proceeding.

In academic year of 2019, recommend the sharing of details of the third year of Actions
of the Regional Partnership to Realize a Safe and Secure Society; Passing Down Disaster
Experiences to the Next Generation/Others and Learning, which involves exchanges and
discussions about one’s own disaster experiences in natural disaster-devastated regions,
following the Great Hanshin-Awaji earthquake and the Great East Japan earthquake.

Hence Rosemary Du Plessis, Adjunct Associate Professor from Canterbury university
in New Zealand where severe Canterbury earthquake happened on February 22nd, 2011 right
before the Great East Japan earthquake, was invited as the visiting professor at RCUSS, we
had conducted special programs at Hyogo prefecture and at Miyagi prefecture.

We are facing new normal life as with- and post- COVID-19. Academic exchanges
between Japan and New Zealand will take crucial roles in the improvement of disaster
response and preparedness in university education programs at Kobe university and for the
people of Hyogo in many ways.

Author; Kumiko Yamaji, Researcher, Office of Promoting Regional Partnership, Kobe University
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