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A study on the musical characteristics of
modern miko-kagura (shrine maiden dance):
focusing on “Yakumo-mai,” “Suzu-mai,” and
“Urayasu-no-mai” created by Ono Tadatomo

TERAUCHI Naoko

This essay aims at clarifying musical characteristics of the pieces of modern
miko-kagura (shrine maiden dance) created by an imperial musician Ono
Tadatomo (1883-1956). He advocated an idea that a special musical genre
for Shinto rituals should be developed and he himself created a number of
miko-kagura before and during the war time. This essay analyzes Ono’s three
compositions; 1) “Yakumo-mai” which was created for Tsushima jinja shrine
(Aichi prefecture) in 1927 and is his earliest work; 2) “Suzu-mai” that was
completed in 1931 and performed at Chdsen jingl shrine in Keijo (present-day
Seoul) in 1935; and 3) “Urayasu-no-mai” which was displayed in the ceremony
of the 2600™ Anniversary of National Foundation (Kigen nisen roppyakunen)
in 1940. Ono’s miko-kagura borrows many elements from the imperial court
music gagaku but also contains some new elements of his own invention; for
example, frequent usage of glissando pattern or left hand pressing in koto zither
accompaniment. The essay also refers to post-war miko-kagura works composed
by imperial musicians for specific shrines which show strong influence from Ono
Tadatomo’s works.

» o«

Keywords: ~ miko-kagura, Ono Tadatomo, “Yakumo-mai,” “Urayasu-no-mai,”

modern period
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