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Ars Erotica reconsidered :
Conceptual Elaboration of Government in the Later Foucault

Tetz HAKODA

The article aims to throw a new light on the question of power and resistance
in the later Foucault, focusing on the problematic of “government”, which is
now considered a guiding thread of his thought from the 1970s to the 1980s. It
is often said that there exists rupture between his theory of power in the mid
1970s and that of subjectivation in the 1980s. However, the author argues that
there is continuity around the concept of government whose perspective finally
subsumes the two theories. With this hypothesis, the author analyzes a pair of
notions: “scientia sexualis” (sexual science) and “ars erotica” (erotic technique),
which appear in The Will to Knowledge, and then discusses the conceptual el;b-
oration of government in the later Foucault.

Firstly, the author shows that Foucault articulated sexual science and erotic
technique as two different ways of truth-telling practices with its own subject-
constructing process respectively : subjection through secularized confessional
practices and subjectivation through embodiment of liberating truth initiated by
a master. It will then be argued that this articulation anticipated Foucault’s full
discussion of subjectivation in the 1980s whereas the way he contrasts sexual
science in modern times with erotic technique in pre-Christian period in the
western world might tend to fall into the well-known dichotomy between power
and resistance.

Secondly, the author suggests that in the late 1970s, Foucault made a para-



e 12
digmatic turn on the conception of government. While its definition as govern-
ment of human conducts did not fundamentally alter since its introduction in the
early 1970s, the place it occupied in Foucault’s thought drastically changed in
the later period. Initially, government in this sense was equivalent to sexual sci-
ence or pastoral power. In the late 1970s, however, it came to have three di-
mensions. That it to say, the question of government came to be addressed in
terms of governing (guiding) practices of others and oneself as well as of being
governed. With this move, Foucault maintains that “counter-guiding” of the
governed or even their autonomous self-guidance is immanent in the very prac-
tices of government.

Thirdly and finally, the author contends that this new conception of govern-
ment in the later Foucault provides new insights into the apparent opposition be-
tween sexual science and erotic technique. It is true that Foucault suggested, in
passage, that the two are not exclusive but intertwined, and in so doing, tried
to avoid, it may seem, addressing the thorny dichotomy. However, as discussed
above, Foucault’s later conception of government doesn't substitute power but
subsumes both power and subject ; his argumentation that subjection and sub-
jectivation result from two different truth-telling practices indeed opened up a
path to the theoretical refinement of government in the 1980s, which made it
possible to treat these processes under a single category of government. Conse-
quently, the pair of sexual science and erotic technique ought to be seen as a

necessary precursor of Foucault’s full conceptualization of government.
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