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Trend Analysis and Perspective of Packaging Industry in Japan

Masanobu ISHIKAWA*

HAOG R DEEENTHEL HARED GDE (EH) O 2196241 520028 0 fEIZo W
THM U7z, AR ERRIL19734ELIBTOMAM T, 1975~1979F TORIM O, 1980~1990F T HiR
M, 1990~1996 D HAMIIV. 1997~ 20020 A VI TEX 2 2 L bhot, FREFNOEBIL.,
BRAM a7, BTRAEMY 3y 2, NTIVAE, BRAEYH A 2 VERIT TSN
Twab, HRMILETNE, BEEEEMT4IE GDE & LBIBRIZH o 725, N7V ol
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Wiz,

INHOEEEFIERI LAERIIBRRBEOEEREOSEL, REEoRfo Yy ML
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DEEENSRZIET 24 FLVAMOKREWN MBI R EbIAIch2E 2 m L1,

*—J— K @BIMEE, #E. GDE, v oA b L AR, BE

Trend of packaging industry sales and real GDE of Japanese economy from 1962 to 2002 were
analyzed. Five periods were identified ; period I (1967~1973), period II (1975~1979), period III
(1980~ 1990), period IV (1990~1996) and period V (1996 ~2002). These periods were disting-
uished by the first oil crisis, the second oil crisis, the burst of bubble economy, enforcement of
Packaging and Container Recycling Law. During the period I to III, the packaging industry sales
were proportional to GDE, however, after the burst of bubble economy, this proportionality was
lost. In the period V, although GDE increased, packaging industry sales decreased.

The cause of these changes were the development of Japanese economy, the development of
share of weightless goods in manufacturing sector, the overseas transfer of manufacturing activi-
ties and increase of foreign consignment production, and enforcement of Packaging and Container
Recycling Law.

The future of packaging industry is discussed and the importance of deep commitment to in-
trinsic value of weightless goods was suggested.

Keywords : Packaging sales, economy, GDE, weightless goods, environment

RE RFEREBARREHRR (T657-8501 FETH#XAH AN 2-1)
Graduate School of Economics, Kobe University, 2-1 Rokkodai-cho, Nada-ku, Kobe 657-8501, Japan
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Figure 1 Packaging sales (1990 price) and GDE growth rate. Growth rate of 1963 to 2000

are based on 68SNA, 2001 to 2003 are based on 93SNA.
GDE data from Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI, Cabinet Office,

Government of Japan) http : //www.esri.cao.go.jp/jp/sna/toukei.html. Packaging

sales data from Japan Packaging Institute, Tokyo, Japan.
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Figure 2 Correlation between packaging sales (1990 price) and GDE (68SNA).
GDE data from Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI, Cabinet Office,
Government of Japan) http . //www.esri.cao.go.jp/jp/sna/toukei.html. Packaging
sales data from Japan Packaging Institute, Tokyo, Japan.
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Table 1 Ratio of change of packaging industry sales over change of GDP (1990 price)

Period
Period I Period II Period III Period IV Period V
1967-1973 1975-1979 1980-1990 1990-1996 1996-2003
ASale/AGDE  0.0172*** 0.0204** 0.0151*** 0.0053 -0.0101
95% range +0.0020 +0.0068 +0.0011 +0.0059 +0.0123

***: p<0.001, **: p<0.01
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Figure 3 Trend of GDP by sector (1990 price, billion yen).
Data from Economic and Social Research Institute (ESRI, Cabinet Office,
Government of Japan) http : //www.esri.cao.go.jp/jp/sna/toukei.htmi.
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