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[MAP 1] JAMAICA: Parishes and Research Locations
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The Rastafarian Groups and Their God:

A Rough Vertical Sketch

NEOMN—-UOEER

-“NeERER

wEkh=2-hexp
ARD — OREESH IS O °)
(B M R<BEIY® 1< =2)

God = Jah

A leader or his equivalent

LR R

An individual Rastafarian

(O +++ Arigid association

o

A loose association

N.B. The more powerful the vertical communication between breth-

ren as individuals and as a group and their God, the more

intensified the horizontal sense of oneness prevailes.
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A Network of a Rastafarian’s Influence:
A Prototypical Example

(amorphous)

+ « « A leading figure who is to influence
(centralise or organise) the whole movement

©e

O  » « Anindividual
® « » « A leader or his equivalent

<
. O « » « A group with its hangers-on

=> -+ *+ Acentripetal force (convergence)
—= — — -+« Connection
pummmeen]> + + o Strong influence
- = —D « .+« Weak influence
4———>» -+« Strong opposing relationship
4— — —» - - - Weak opposing relationship

/ « « « A sphere of (s influence
=
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Basic Internal Structure of the Church/“Tabernacle”

(The Ethiopian Orthodox Church and The Ethiopian International Congress)
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Basic Elements for Nyabynghi Musical Performance
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Voice (chanting) and dance
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Fundeh drum
Repeater drum

Bass drum
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%C) ... Maraca/shakka or any percussive instrument
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A Model of Basic Communication Flows
during a Nyabynghi Performance

J.o.o..... Jah

Pe...... Performer

A-Pa . ... Audience-Participant

O...... Onlooker

——=. ... Direct Interaction/Communication

—-=. ... Indirect Interaction/Communication
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Samples of Rastafarian Names

{Common Phenomena]
I. Attached asa Prefix ...... “Ras", “Jah™
llego“ (ulu}
“Bredda” (Brother)
“Sista’ (Sister)
(Peculiar to a certain group)
The Ethiopian International Congress
“Priest”, “Priestess”
“Prophet”, “Prophetess™
The Ethiopian Orthodox Church
“Kes" ( = “Priest” in Amharic)
0. Attached as a Suffix ...... b

A. Some Non-Musicians
[“Ras” plus a Symbol-Identification]

1. Biblical
Ras Daniel Heartman, Ras Menelik,
Ras Micael (varieation, “Ikel™),
Ras Peter de Rock, Ras Boanerges,
Ras Zion, Ras Fire,
Ras Gabre ( = Gabriel) Selassie ...

2. Social
Ras Historian, Ras de Judge,
Ras I (Eye)-Sight, I Ras 1, Ras Dizzy (I)...

[*“Jah” plus a Symbol-Identification]
Jah Lloyd, Jah Guide, Jah Lion,
Jah Negus, I Jah-man, ...
[Amharisation (Baptised Name)]
Ras Kebre, Ras Ibuna,

Kes Amaha Selassie, Kes Estefanos ( = Stephen)

Kes Palus Selassie ( = Paul)

Tekle Haimanot ( = Plant of God, the Father)
Wolde Semayat ( = Son of Heaven)

Wolde Sematat ( = Son of Martyrs)

Wolde Dawitt ( = Son of David)

Tesfa Michael

Tesfa Selassie Hamilton

(Female)
Askale Mariam ( = Fruit of Virgin Mary)
Atsede Maryam ( = Garden of Mary)
Ehite Mariam ( = Sister of Mary)
Ethiopia ( = Our Country)
Wolete Miwot ( = Daughter of Life (Eve))

Wolete Tekle Haimanot ( = Daughter of Plant of Faith)

[Bongo plus a Symbol-Identification]

Bongo Purro, Bongo Georgie,
Bongo Hue (or “U")...

B. Some Non-Musical Groups

N.B.

Church (of) Triumph

Ethiopian International Congress...
Ethiopian Orthodox Church
Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church
House of Elders

House of Dread

L.N.R.L (I, Negus, Rule, Israel)
Issembly (Assembly) of Elders.
Judah Coptics

Movement of Jah People
Organisation of Rasta Unity
Rastafari(an) Movement Association
Rastafari(an) Theocratic(-cy) Government
Twelve Tribes of Israel

These groups sometimes overlap because of inner splits or new
groupings. They may not, in addition, be necessarily identified
as “Rastafarians” either by others or even by themselves. Here
the type of names and symbols is concerned.

C. Some Musicians (including DJs) and Musical Groups
1. Individual

Augustus Pablo, Big Youth, Bingi Bunny, Buming Spear,
Burning Wailer, Dr. Alimantado, Fred Locks, Ibo,

[-Jahman Levi, I-Kong, Jah Lion, Jah Stone, Kiddus-I,

King Tubby, Pablo Moses, Prince Buster, Prince Far I,

Prince Jazzbo, Ranking Dread, Ras Michael, Ras Midas,
Scorcher, Skully, Spanner, Tappa Zukie, Trinity, Zap Pow, ...

2. Groups

Abyssinians, Aggrovators, Archangels, Black Uhuru, Brimstone,
Chosen Few, Congoes, Culture, Dragonaires, Ethiopians,

Gladiator, Inner Circle, Israel Vibration, *I-Three, Knowledge,

Light of Saba, Meditations, Mighty Diamonds,

Mystic Revelation of Rastafari, Pioneers, Prophets, Revolutionaries,
Samaritans, Slickers, Sons of Jah, Sons of Negus, Soul Syndicate,
Sound and Power, Third World, Tradition, Upsetters, Wailers,
Word, ...



Journal of the Pacific Society/January 1986

i
e
0

R~ words

Rasta, race, radical, rational, (raid), rebirth,

realise / realisation, reason/reasoning, reap, recognise /recognition,
recompense/ recompensation, reconcile, recover . recreate, red,
redeem / redemption, regeneration; reincarnation, rejoice; religion,
repatriation, represent / representative / representation; rest,
resurrection, reveal /revelation, revolution, revision (of the Bible ],
( reactionary ),

right / righteous / righteousness, ritual,

road,rod {of correction], root Cof David), royal, Rome/ Roman (Cathelic],

rule
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