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The Future of Descriptive Studies of Japanese Grammar:
From a Communicative Perspective

SADANOBU Toshiyuki (Kobe University)

Abstract

This paper discusses the ways in which we can further develop our descriptive studies of
Japanese grammar, especially from a communicative perspective, without losing sight of its
essence under various kinds of external pressure. The conclusions drawn are as follows:

(1) Because of the development and spread of multi-media technology, we Japanese descriptive
grammarians will have to have more and more active interchange with communication
research in the future.

(2) Although such active interchange may be extrinsic, we can positively utilize it for our own
further development. Through this active interchange we can approach effectively many
unsolved problems such as the interrelationship between grammar and speech.

(3) Of course active interchange with communication study requires us to change ourselves to
some degree. We must reconsider some research presuppositions including “transitional
view of speech behavior,” “homogeneous view of speakers,” “static view of language,” and



“non-realistic view of grammar.”
(4) On the other hand, even in active interchange with communication study, we should as
much as possible preserve our attitude of esteeming introspection as a valuable type of data.

Keywords: multi-media, anti-transitional view of speech act, role language, speech
character, dynamic view of language, grammar as “beaten paths”
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