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An Effect of Public Marketing Approach on the Demand
of Simple Packaging Products
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(* Okayama University, 3-1-1 Tsushimanaka, Okayama, Okayama 700-8530, Japan
** Kobe University, 2-1 Rokkodai-cho, Nada-ku, Kobe, Hyougo 657-8501, Japan
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Abstract

In February, 2007, a large scale social experiment “Reduce waste — Purchase simple
packaging products project” had been held in Coop Rokko-island shop in Kobe. Non
Profit Organization (NPO) Gomi-jp led by the students of Kobe University chose the
recommended products which have less packaging in the experimental shop, and they
sent the information of simple packaging products to consumers using various media
such as point-of-sales advertisement, fliers, and events. We analyzed POS data whether the
demand of simple packaging products are affected by public marketing approach applied
in this experiment. From the results, the effect on the sales of the recommended products
by PMA in the experimental period was positive. Furthermore, the effect of the second
half of the experimental period that was appealed by the centralized showcase effectively
was positive, while that of the first half was non-significant. Consequently, PMA is shown
to be useful for the reduction of packaging waste generation.

Key Words: Simple packaging product, public marketing approach, panel data model



