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Abstract

This paper compares the WEEE recycling policies of Japan and the EU. The EU allows multiple PROs in
WEEE recycling in order to make the waste and recycling market more efficient. Policies of WEEE recycling
in Japan focus on the promotion of DfE at the individual firm level. We can expect lower recycling costs by
introduction of competition ; however, this also impedes disclosure of cost information, making flow monitor-
ing more difficult. In addition, it limits the promotion of EPR because the information exchange between pro-
ducer and recycler is more difficult in a short-term contract.

In light of the EU’s aim of political integration, it sets high targets, framework policies and deadlines for
all member states. This approach helps the EU to coordinate recycling policies with resource policies.

In Japan, on the other hand, recycling policies are carefully designed to promote DfE and policy makers
pay much attention to discharger responsibility. While DfE has been promoted, the coordination of recycling
policies to resource policies has become difficult. It is therefore crucial in Japan to review WEEE recycling
policies regarding how DfE can be coordinated with resource policies and other recycling policies.

Keywords : recycling policy, resource policy, EU policy, Design for Environment (DfE), WEEE recycling



