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Facilitating Open Science Training in European Research

Training for Open Science: the FOSTER approach

Eloy Rodrigues

Overview

1. The   FOSTER project

2. The FOSTER Approach
� Identifying and Organising Training Resources
� Releasing the FOSTER Portal
� Conducting/Supporting FOSTER Training

� Face2Face training

� Elearning courses

3. Concluding Remarks

• Facilitate Open Science Training for European Research

• Two-year EU-funded FP7 project (Feb 2014 – Jan 2016 –
Now extended until July 2016)

• 13 consortium partners (Project lead University Minho)

• Collaboration and support by 27 other organizations 
(Institutions, Graduate Schools, Associations from 
students and young researchers, etc.) from 13 countries

“Spread the seeds of Open Access and Open Science”
This project has received funding from the European Union’s Seventh Framework Programme for research, 
technological development and demonstration under grant agreement no 612425

Facilitate Open Science Training for European Research

The                project FOSTER Partners
- Universidade do Minho – Portugal (coordinador)
- Georg August Universitaet Goettingen Stiftung Oeffentlichen Rechts –

Germany
- Danmarks Tekniske Universitet – Denmark
- Stichting eIFL.net – Netherlands
- SPARC-Europe – UK
- Stichting LIBER – Netherlands
- University of Glasgow – DCC – UK
- Technische Universiteit Delft – Netherlands
- The Open University – UK
- ICM - Uniwersytet Warszawski – Poland
- Consortium Universitaire de Publications Numériques Couperin – France
- Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas – Spain
- University of Edinburgh  - DCC – UK
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OBJECTIVES

• To support different stakeholders, especially 
younger researchers, in adopting open access in 
the context of the European Research Area (ERA) 
and in complying with the open access policies 
and rules of participation set out for Horizon 
2020
• To integrate open access principles and 
practice in the current research workflow by
targeting the young researcher training 
environment
• To strengthen institutional training capacity to
foster compliance with the open access policies 
of the ERA and Horizon 2020 (beyond the FOSTER 
project)
• To facilitate the adoption, reinforcement and 
implementation of open access policies from
other European funders, in line with the EC’s 
recommendation, in partnership with 
PASTEUR4OA project

Facilitate Open Science Training for European Research

The                project Why does it matter?
• Openness will increasingly become a 

defining and inherent characteristic 
of all scientific research. 

• Training is needed to foster new and 
developing skills (professional, 
organisational, managerial, 
intellectual…) in response to new 
practices, policies, and technologies.

• Training materials have been 
produced independently across the 
ERA, in a range of disciplinary 
contexts.

• There is a need for these dispersed 
materials to be evaluated, 
consolidated, and organised.  

METHODS

• Identifying already existing content that
can be reused in the context of the training 
activities and repackaging, reformatting 
them to be used within FOSTER, and 
developing/creating/enhancing contents as 
required

• Developing the FOSTER Portal to support e-
learning, blended learning, self-learning, 
dissemination of training materials/contents 
and a Helpdesk

• Delivery of face-to-face training,
especially training trainers/multipliers who
can deliver further training and 
dissemination activities, within institutions, 
nations or disciplinary communities

Facilitate Open Science Training for European Research

The                approach FOSTER Methods

Training Courses Training Resources 

Training Portal 



Training Resources Training Resources

• Suggested by project consortium and community 
(ongoing) & created by Training events

• Identify, classify and prioritise content by target group,
subject focus and level of expertise

• Minimum metadata for storage1: Title, General description of
the resource, Author/Creator, Date, URL, Language, Target 
audience, Scientific discipline, Level of Knowledge, Main topic, 
Secondary topic, Resource licence, Media type, File type, Size

• Categorisation: 9 areas, 4 levels deep

1 Based on DaMSSI-ABC-Classification Data Management Skills Support 
Initiative – Assessment, Benchmarking, Classification
http://www.dcc.ac.uk/training/damssi-abc

Content Map/Open Science Taxonomy FOSTER Training Content

• Presentations
• Guides
• Publications
• Videos
• …..



The FOSTER Portal The FOSTER Portal

• Organized according with the Open Science
Taxonomy

• For each Topic the Portal presents the
associated:
• Resources
• Events
• Courses

The FOSTER Portal – Content/Resources FOSTER Portal

• All materials are free to 
use, and can be edited, 
repurposed, recombined to 
suit your own training 
needs.

• Many of these materials are 
being compiled into 
courses. [Work in progress.]



The FOSTER Portal – Events The FOSTER Portal – Courses (Work in Progress)

FOSTER Training

• Call 1 (March 2014 – for events in 2014)
17 training programmes (over 70 events) in 13 countries 
(Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Denmark, France, Germany, 
Greece, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Slovenia, 
Spain and the UK)

• Call 2 (November 2014 – for events in 2015)
24 training programmes from 18 countries (Austria, 
Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Malta, Netherlands, Spain and United Kingdom)



40 Training Projects (100+ training events)

20 European countries

Around 3.000 participants

FOSTER Traininig Programme 2014-2015 Training Courses 2014

FOSTER Methods & Tools

Training Courses Training Resources 

Training Portal 

Open
Science
Taxonomy

FOSTER Methods & Tools

Training Courses Training Resources 

Training Portal 

Training 
Toolkit

Open
Science
Taxonomy



Training Toolkit

• Helping to create Training Events

• Suggestion: 6 TYPES OF TRAINING SESSIONS 

Training Toolkit

Methods & Tools

Training Courses Training Resources 

Training Portal 

Training 
Toolkit

Learning
Objectives

Open
Science
Taxonomy

Learning Objectives

• Create a course based on topics & stakeholders

https://goo.gl/IFGuhR



Elearning courses

Taking & Designing 
courses
• Take a course about how 
to create your own courses 
out of the FOSTER 
resources:
https://www.fosteropensci
ence.eu/content/foster-
course-course-creation

• Propose courses

What you can do!

• Learn more http://fosteropenscience.eu
• Locate resources of use to you and your 

staff
• Notify FOSTER of any additional training 

materials (web form)
• Register with FOSTER to upload content 

to the Portal and stay up-to-date with 
news and further outputs

• Search the events calendar (right) for 
face-to-face trainings, talks or workshops.

• Consult FOSTER speakers list to invite to 
your own training events 

• Give us feedback: quality and 
effectiveness of the training materials in 
the portal



Summary Thank you
• Website:

• www.fosteropenscience.eu

• Contact details:
• Eloy Rodrigues
• eloy@sdum.uminho.pt




