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A STUDY ON EMERGENCY WATER DELIVERY IN WIDE-AREA EARTHQUAKE
DISASTER
-A CASE STUDY OF THE GREAT EAST JAPAN EARTHQUAKE DISASTER-

Yoji OHNISHI and Yasuko KUWATA

The Great East Japan earthquake disaster caused water outage to 2. 25 million customers in all the eastern
part of Japan. It was so-called “wide-area earthquake disaster”. Japan water supply authorities have improved
disaster assistant system after the lessons learned from the Kobe earthquake. This study focuses on the
emergency response capacity on water delivery in such a wide-area earthquake disaster reviewing the activity
in assisting and assisted municipalities during the latest earthquake. The total of 355 water trucks dispatched
is thought to be the maximum from the available municipalities. It is turned out that the objective amount of 3
litters per person by the water delivery cannot be reached in the wide-area earthquake disaster.
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