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Abstract

A Comparative Analysis of Pension Reform in South Korea and Japan:
Focusing on Generational Gap the Retired Versus Labor

Bae, Jun-Sub

Many scholars assume that the welfare systems of South Korea and Japan are quite similar.
They regard these countries’ welfare systems as the typical ‘East Asian Welfare State Model’.
However, there are some limits in the previous studies about South Korea and Japan’s welfare
regimes. Since Japan and South Korea’s cases do not fit perfectly within regime theories, they
cannot properly illustrate the differences between the two countries.

This article focuses on the two countries’ pension systems by analyzing the movement of
pressure groups due to the pension systems accounting for the largest share of welfare
programs. Also it includes the increasing problems of their aging societies and the subsequent
generational gaps. There have been some attempts at reforming the pension systems to
overcome the deficit of national finance. While there is a discussion of ‘Silver Democracy’
nowadays in Japan, poverty of the elderly has become one of the most serious social problems
in South Korea. This phenomenon is based on the meaningful difference of welfare
performance for the elderly. The reason for this difference can be explained by pressure groups’
representation according to generation: the retired and labor.

Keywords: Pension reform, Pressure group, Path dependency, Late Welfare State,
Welfare Politics
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