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THE SPATIAL CHANGE OF BACKPACKER PLACE
A case study of Khao San area, Bangkok

R EKR P EA
Seita MORI and Yosuke HIRAYAMA

This paper explores changes in the spatial structure of Khao San area, Bangkok as a case of backpacker place. -
Backpacker place is characterized by the concentration of low-cost hotels which provide not only domestic tourists
but also foreign backpackers with rooms at a budget price. The expansion of global tourism has restructured the
spatial structure of backpacker places. Through field surveys, the paper highlights the increased flexibility and
diversity of building types, land use and commercial activities, and explores the characteristics of backpackers and
service-providers such as hotel managers: As for future development of the area, there rises a tension between
business communities which intend to promote a pro-growth development in the context of the wider economy, and
local groups which put importance on the preservation of the indigenous context of the socio-economic and spatial

structure.
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