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HOUSING CONDITIONS OF SINGLE PEOPLE IN JAPAN: 

A CROSS-NATIONAL PERSPECTIVE

��� ���*,� � �� � �**
Nahoko KAWATA and Yosuke HIRAYAMA

This paper explores the housing conditions of single people in Japan with particular reference to cross-national comparison. Marital 
status has played a key role in differentiating housing opportunities, disadvantaging non-married people. This has been more notable for 
Japan than for European countries. In Japan where the housing policy system has explicitly been focused on encouraging family 
households to acquire their own homes, many single people have lived in parental homes with limited housing choice. 
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