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The Principle of Water-Content Determination by Karl Fischer Titration
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In 1935, Karl Fischer (KF) proposed a titration method for water content determination. Since then, KF
titration has been extensively applied in the determination of water in various samples, including liquids,
solids, and gases. The present article describes the reaction mechanism, the two different methods (i.e.,
volumetry and coulometry), and their instruments and advantages/disadvantages. As an example, an
application of KF titration is described in the study of the coextraction of water with hydrophilic ions to

water-immiscible organic solvents (e.g., nitrobenzene).

1. 1ZCHIT

KidbHERWETH D, HEREmO 7
2B R L, bbb A O H RO 55
PEZABEDTND, 20D, bhbh
OE DB OWEIZEEN DK EERE
T5Z L, b EERGHIEE O—2Th
Do
KOS EREL, KEL 25056
NnNo, —oF “WEE Thd, HipasemR
SR TR 2 i S, K DZEFIZ
LHEEWPORABFROKRGEEZRDD
DT 5, BAE T (thermogravimetry; TG)
HED—DThH DD, FLEIEIZIKEIS DR
HWEORERH Y, KL D E VIR
BB D, b —DDOHFEN, KA YD
# Karl Fischer (1901 — 1958) 2% 1935 4E|2%
L7 KF GEE) 5" Tbsd, 20Tk
KICEIRTH Y, ppm 05 100%E T, JA
VR EEEIFHORIE D ATRE T, MIE R &5k
L, ZO®, JRISHAISN TS,
KF EICHET 5 £ & o i siadian,
AR TIL, KF IEOFHLZ LI T 5,
7B, AROFER D% < 1L Metrohm #1723 %
v FTERRELTWDE ) ST 7 DRy

AN REER B AT R L A R
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Karl Fischer (1901 — 1958)
(Wikimedia Commons & V)

#BEIC L, fFETEREnn,
2. KF s

Fischer (1935) 1%, 7K+ D SO, DEEIZH
WH A Bunsen 2 EIZ LT,

SO, + 1, + 2H,O — H,SO, + 2HI (ln Water)
6]

ZLTC, RO HS0, Mk (B vy,
RN LI69) ERUGT D EE R, LTORIG
RERELEY,

2H,0 + SO, (RN), + I, + 2RN —
(RN),* H,SO,4 + 2RN - HI (in benzene or CH;0H)
2
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ZDORIGIERVB U MAE ) — R TITh
7=, & LC, Fischer 1% Z 115 ORBIISR

WCHEBEBED LWL EZ X T2 572, ek,

Q) TR G TIE, H0, L, SO, RN
OFENIE (H,0:50,:L:RN=2:1:1:4)
LB,

L7>L Smith 5 (1939)% %, SIS DOE/L
FEAEFTIELT, BUTFoORGRER L,

H,O0+1,+S0O,+3RN —
2RN-HI+RN-SO;  (3)
EW%@RNSQi W A Z ) —
w%%wt B, WO X DI DP S =
k%?ﬂfﬁﬁbf%

RN-SO; + CH;0H — RN-HSO,CH; 4)
INHOMRRIZE D E, AT (HO
SO,:L:RN:CH3;O0H=1:1:1:3:11&725,
7272 L Smith 513G, 7= & 213

SO, N
RN-SO; % <:>m§; R RA By
LRE LN, EOFEETHNVENTH
>77,

1970 4Rk AC 2 Y
Barendrecht 0 2" /L —=7 (1976 — 1978)*® 1%
SO MPUSIFEMETIH R L, UFDOA K J—)b
LORIETHELTDE ) AFI)VEREEA 4
(CH3SO5) MISICBET 5 &&=,

Verhoef &

2CH;0H + SO, = CH;0H," + CH3sSO;  (5)
£/, UV (RN) [ IFEEH L LTiEk
LT T, oY et I EE 2 A 2
LINTE B, CH3SOs DA IEDEIE
Wk Lo cREINDs Z &R L
77

'RN + SO, + CH,OH |

H,
+IV

X1

CH;0H + SO, + RN — [RNH]'CH3SO; (6)
R, KF BUSE, FEARICK 117 &
IIRIERTEDLTZENTE DS, ZOMG
LR ITTETH Y, S JRTOmbin
+VIND +VIZ R (FThbbigbEh),
TODRFOBALED 0D 112D G&
TLEND), ZTDEE, “SO” M “SO,” I
L SN BB O R — 2B/,
TN H0 0BG SN D H0 & L1
THIETHDOT, MAETICELEZ LOWE
wINHKDEBRD HND,

3. “ODMEELE

KF #EEICIE, BEZE (volumetry) & E
2% (coulometry) O _FIHDO FIEND S,

() ek
AREOHCHEEIIABE 2Ly M2 H
WEICE LT KF REDKEE KD 5,
mm (F 1%L ) oz b L, [EiR

=2 MROBES JIEFHET
WEICHIAEATE 3,

M 212, AEETHOSON D REEE D]
LRy OIS K %o, EIOREE 7 T A =2
DOHFIZ, BB )L KF RS T LTk
REBIZ L CTRWE KRS (R &% 7 — 70 &)
EANTEE, REHERADLDY HO 25T
Rt~ 7y ) o IohETEREEA
T5, ELT, WREAY —T7—TH#E LR
25, I, [RNH]'CH;SO;, RN #& T KF ik
Hrpaghrary bbb LT oMA TR
EZIT I,

i, R LERBEEER (ZAROH
iﬁ@%ﬁ%%ﬁumib,lmn&rﬁb

, RSP

(E7T)
—1x2

0
+ I, + [RNHJ*CH,S0; + 2RN — [RNHJ*CH,SO,~ + 2[RNHJ* I-

-1

+VI

+2

(E&1b)

KF St
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KF
REUVAN

gigavy

ERb
Ealvk

wE/ XN
AE—SEEF

2 REJEOEE
ik ? & v —EphngE L Clisik)

THLE L7 Ems) # AW TR+ % (B&
EHFEER, BBOREIOREDHIZ, HH
M U DBEAK S BORERERE (kS Twn
%) ZHWT KF #®{FED i (mg H,O/mL)
FHEE L CRINE, HHORE KSR
KB ENTE B,

(2) EHIL

BEEOWEEREIE = Ly P2V,
BITRT X DIy = /Ry et pk
DIEETH D, WELLOPITEREIEMNO
KF #3E2 AN, £OPICTHKERHOTZDHO
WAEEMmE, L2%4ESE5AemEmTz
JebmlCBL T DN A STV S, NfEO
TENCIIZALE ORISR H Y, D7 <M
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W2 L ERAESELZAL&MOT ) — REMN
BLIE S A0, WA PRI OO sk R s & [ 4HE
DF Y — REBPEEINTND, ZhbH0
T ) — REmE Y — FEBOMIC—ED
ERART E, M3 ) WoRtEoieTr s
— REMTKFRETO T NERbsh, BR
BIZHAI L7 T, DR TPICRET S G
DHY— REMWTIE, E& LT HNARET
LEEbNTNS '), 2ok I LTHRAE
SHT7z L SREHRA OB X bz e
H D H,0 & KF RISEAT 5, ik & Rk,
BT D LIRTIRTINC R ST LVEALDT,
IhEBREL TREERD D,

EEETIE, BAETIENEZBEAE O
(AL : C = A-s) 2°5, 77757 —DikEH|
WIS TKSE m (D KE S,

M
m==2 ©)

I T MITKDENEER, 2 13T
2B (=2), FII7 7 77 —EHTH D,
ZDOXHICEREE, OF Y coulometry [FIEE
DAREZ ‘Mt ERE O—>Thd, D
e, Ty 7R (EHERE) 2 0V 5%EE
O ENT LI, MWD CTEFEMED B BT
EEEZ D, B, BEEL ppm F—F—
ORIy ORIEIZ HIE LTV 5D,
(3) HEAIRTE

WA B A DD ERE (KEIELE
sEklcHGE) T, EmEICHUNE DCO(F

hy—FEE T/-FEE

Kotz |, ZRHL
TRRERDS
210 | SR B
(Ma&BE)
2e-
SEBEAQ 2H* H i
H,0 2 2e-
MELIL ! gpt
s
FHHE w— Pt ﬁ—
HY—FREE w— KF&Z| -2 8T 2I- I,
R =— REH \
F/—F RS w— s
L O 25— 5EEF H,0& R

3 EEEOMEE CUR” XV —EngE L Csi)
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ER
+

BB ER
(F=>1,)
tC)(EP)

Y

+
BAL

N

4 WALEME A DK ERE DR
RO MRS < AR

771X AC) WA HR L CEMERITET S
“bipotentiometric indication” & FR & D Fik
NESHOLN TS, RRZBHEH L 1,
MRDHDT, NN TEILINT T 2
BT 5, ZHICE T, iR & B 0%
JE U MBS TAKIIETT 5, 2hi
s U CREDRIRD B D, & OREIRIE R
WCOWTIEA—I—DFE 757 20 12n
< BPOFRB R 6D 0, BRI HEL
ICHESSHALE LTEIER o7k o7,
ZZC, K4 oA ERWT, KRIRE
DOFFEAZBHEICHALL S, 7, XALE
WO TIL, T D L ~DFLSE 2
BN, TOEFR-EBMER EEsHEEEhT
WADTEREEZ2T) X, HEN T
DT HO EDETHELUE T BENEK
THEDEEBRMEAKREL 25 (i a>b
Hrﬁ,hﬁb,l4fi§§&%ﬁmbt%
2T, BBRICHUNRER (a) 2TV
é%u,%mwﬁwJ*ir%f TIRAFT
B8, Bt 0 foot DAY DIEERTThH A
9, —H, BMTIE, R c TR (EP) IZ
ETDETIE, WRPICLBAGFEELRNWD
BKEE TS HUINET ( [pol) ILEIZ Hy %ﬁi
LEBLDEEZLND, DT, Rt
DERENNLIK DA DA K & 2R fEIC 7
H5THAH, LIeloT, EBP IZEDHETOD
EMEEE U 1L, »7R0 KRE2ME (Kb
Ua,b,c) TR ;72 & 212 650mV ') 1272 5,
LovL, BP 20 LChbi#izn L, WETT
G LENRD o T2 1, DUSERIEFICES
728, ZAIUEM TR SV CR BTN
D (ol d)., Zhick->T, BEEO
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BRENY Hy BN L/ 3O
fifHEE T—5%UC B L, EmEEEIZSK
WZhEL 72D (TP Ud), X4 TiEdEhs
& e B2 L TWADT, Ud)ITAD
B (RHomxIcEE) 25X o20R8h
TWBN, EEED R TIN5
BN S D, £72, KF Jiﬁ.?@ﬁif“
SRR EORBLHLTHAH, IHIZ
;’D@Eﬁ’*’ﬁﬁﬁ CEMAETT O T, EREL \-(ﬁ
WRIERPUC LD EBAETHEL LT TH D,
_n6®@% Ko T U@ITAEDIE T
<, EBRITITED/NE2E (72 & 21X 84 mV
9y %2219 ThHsb, WTHRIZLTS, U
DOIE 500 mV BE, SRR 2507T
EP ZEE L < MHTDHZENTES, Lh
L U O&0IL, AW D BRSO 2 &
DEBRFMIZ L > THEIND 72D, [TmV
D U OIETHRRET DN EHRRIIZIRET
R, Ty 7l EMODEBEOKIEIIR
WRERD, IRB, K4 &AW AEIRILE

BAMEEN 2SN TN 2Bl Y L
T?\)<O
4. KFEOF|HE L KRS

KF {ED—fREI 72 R S & LLFICHIET 5,
c EMWIEES SRR GRZE <1%)
< KITKRET D O EEIRPE

- PUBEREIAR D (RISUBHLE
- FWHERFE o))

c EWEAF Iy LY (1 ppm~100%)
- RRxEEE (A, R, <UR) oflE

NT&ED

- HREMBEOWEN I (of, HlRE)

- BEMEICET S
c BEENPAE (B

PEEN)

BIEDEA)
—, VRN REEZTD L,

- HHHEDE ﬁ%ﬁ%g(t&xi /%
FIVANKRF T R) ZEiealBHT
-%%#%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁm@ﬂbtmﬁ,w
EEDO RV 7 hONRNTYXELELDHZ L
N5

BB DR B L DB ZR T2DITIE, HE
K T'CT%afo L'Cﬂﬂ””@ljﬂgi‘ W& L
TR ERRIZED L, “dry run” EFREN D



X5 =k (NB) /K (W) %
TO Na'lz L B AKDHLhh 1Y

T EBRIEZAT - TIRIR 2 AKIRIBIZ T % 72

COMUMNNETE D,
5. &M

iz, KF EOISHAFIE — 2T 5,
HAKREIZIBWT, Li',Na', Ca¥’,Br 72 XD
BIAKIMEA A 2 DIKFD & IMFE A~ BT 5 B,
X5 DFNZRT L DT, W DMhDKSF &
Wo L XICBEIT 285 OkOILHH) 23%
HNTWD, ZOHGIE 1960 FRE DD
A OBFFEE I & - C KF &2 VW Chf
mENTE G 'Y o3 ACikEsm),
THUE, A A DKAE D S A~ BT D R
DEHEXT Zx 32X — (A7) OHH
RIBATICB W T HEETH Y, I RO
BIR ST, A A BPRVEEM, WK, oaA
K, AR & COA A v Ofink - /Bl EEE)
ZEMET S ECHLEERBSRTH D, LICHE
F o, AGTVTO DB D=, KF
EEHAWT= B (NB) /K (W)
R TOXTEA A ORI AKD 5 (n) @
FHEZETT- 721,

K6 I1RT L 91T, 25mL DA T AELRIC
NB #H & W FHOERZ SmL 9> AN, 77
oA LT25+0.1 COTEIRAE T 1 KR
KL, Dty 30 HLIEHEL TR
SH/7-, ZHIVTA A2 OSFEHANFIT ERL
ENDDT, ARA b TKHEOWRIE % B B
x, A7) P& HAVT NBHORK
#1500 uL p->< Y ERY L, 2ok
X, ~vAr7u ) Yootz ) arya
AE—REDT THEERBETEIZ I N>
77o OFIZ, YV arT A —2%E4LT
KF K453 (BEE) ORBHRADIC~A 7
2y VB NBIER A Lz, 1AL,
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in water bath (at 25 °C)

6 KFiE (FBEE) IZXL2NB/WRTO
R RSy T D E

T\l olz~vA 7oy yarya
LAE—REHORY 7, BESZEo7,
BT OE S D7) SRS/ NBAADEA
wERD, 70k, BRA A DO NBFHF O
ST E DR D FICHOWTIE, FHE D as
a7,

X 7iZ—#lE LT, NB/W RIZBWVWTH
BhTF+y M) 27 877 ==UIFO 8k
(PhyB") ZHWTHEL STz & & DRIER
RAER Uiz, KORET M DR+ o i

160

T

Ca2+(15) Ba2+(10)

Li*(6.3)
120 |

A[H01/ mM

T @ BN ()
() n-Bu,N*(0)

-40 y
0 10 20 30
¢y / mM

X7 NB/W #ZTO PnB ZHWAEREYF
FrOHEICE 725 NB FHF OKDT VIR
DK, &7 1 v FOFFMNOEEITA A 4
OIS T (n) ZoRd, SEANEE Y %
ZHRENT-0,
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TEEE (), fbtbiih i a1 T NB AH
DK DT VIREE DENIN4Y (A[H,0]) T D,
A[H,01=0 OZMIL, A A &5 F Rk
72NB & W 2 L7 &D NB Ho
JKIERE (168 x4 mM at 25 °C) (2495,
L7235, KF EIC L > THIES LD KE
FEIX, 168 mM [ LL T DA[H,0] (<160
mM) ZMATMETHD, LENR-T, Z0D
HEIZIEEVEENER S a b 720, K
TICRGND LI, WThohFA o7
2y b ENOREMRER L2, KF JER
HEMEO I WE#ANERREE2 52T\ 5
ZENRHR D,

X 7127779 & 912, Ca®', Ba*, Li", Na" © &
I IRBAKMEA A NI NBAH~ORIE Sz iE
PEIZEEA LT NB FHFH ORISR LT,
ZHUIK S ITRT L 90T, W T THEIKE
A F AN FED LT DD FD,
ZDFEFA A NTKFI L= £ NBAH~DE
L2 ZREBL WD, 20Xk 57 A4
IZOWTHE, K7 OEMBT 7y FOFEE NG
HIH AT () DfERRO NS (X
FOFEINIZ n DfEZRLTZ), —F, EuN'
2 n-BuN" O X 9 7Bk IED A 42 T,
NB FHHOKREDOHEIMTRD T, Zh
5D A F 2 IINBFH TR 1 & BRIV
FaE LWl ERPLN o7, 11T,
SeDWFge Y TR n DO (WL oD
ERTOVHME) #F LD TURLE,

#£1 NB/ W R TOXKRA A O3EHHAKY

T (25 C)
cation n anion n
Li' 60+04 |CI 4.0
Na’ 3.8+03 | Br 2.10.1
K 1.0 I 0.9+0.1
Rb 0.7 SCN™ 1.1+0.1
Cs 0.4 Clo, 02=0.1
Ca®" 142 | NO; 1.7
Ba® =1 Ph,B™ 0
Me,N* 0
EtN" 0+0
n-BuyN" 0
PhyAs” 0

A AN K BARO I, B O B
AF T TR, ZANRHERLT I )
EOMEEEATL2AWA A THRALN
Bo BT, EE ST KF Ex2 W TR IR
T oAl hF A D DEERD, B
EHBEICE SO TCA A Em BRI T D n
DRI 2T D, ZORERZ K 8 1TRT,
BT =4 23 F 4 OmERED O
JHF$£7213 H RO VP¥EmEY (Egxi-
I3Ey) PNARFFFEICKREL RS IZo50T
n DIENEERT D Z ENghote, ZORE
b &I, n=05 YT R mES % FIE
ELTHMA A oREEMZLL, LR
£ 0 RWERE A “OKFnZm” (hydrated surface)
K VEIWEREZ “JEKFIFEM” (nonhydrated

Anions

¢ _

QVE

f@
¥ Cations

K n=0.5—

50 -40 -30 -P0_-10 0 10 20 [30 40 50
EoorEn/Vnm™
Hydrated Nonhydrated Hydrated
Surface Surface Surface

. CNEEEEEEEEES

E;/V nm™!

MeNH,*
PhSO;-

M8 AT =A L EIATF AL OWELLD O KT E7213 HIETOVEEREEY (EoEI3Ey) I
*9 B n O (NB/W %) OfEFM:, (@) RSO;, (a) RCO,, (m) RO, (O) RNH;, (A) R,NH,,
() RyNH', A A DOFEEEIL MK 1512 X 5 T van der Waals Fi COMEE V=, 32 < 135
5,
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surface) (ZEIL7z, T L TCEEOLNREL
TEIERNV RO EFEm A A LT
T 2T o 7= 8 25, HiA A oacaV 0
% 2 kJ/mol F2[E D MAE (CEXHExaazE) T
TRTEDZ LRz Y, Z OfETE
e A A U RBENENICHE T 5 & 20 mV FRE
T, ERRAELFERETH D, DRVKEED
EOVAG O DT RN TE B Z L RBE
iz,

5. Bz

K x el Bt oKy & B%, B - HEi,
FRERREICHI T T& D KF B, KRBEToEk
WEFTE D DARECTORMBASE - IWEE B2 &
WCBW TS AnshTng, BRSO X —
H—DKFKGHDTA o F v T HFEFELT
W5, 2% LIEH<LIE, KF BICESHD S
2 FIEIIHH LW TH S H, Zod
Fand, KF JIE%EEET 8RO & e
ITENTH D,

B

FHIZHT2 Y KF K5t oBR% - HRIC TR
Eh, A4E6 A 13 Bl A SN mES T
MRS O A FHEN KO ZEEEITY, AR
PHRTET, ERICBEZE L CEER AV M E
WAt OB NERER, Bl < AKD, B
BoOERIESBEHOBEERLET, 2B, K2
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L3, AR — A=) A —
FL72K%, ZHEICE Y —HsE L CiibeT
THWN2H DT,

Y 2PN
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