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This paper is intended to comprehensively and relatively grasp the content and its position of the book Survival Through Design, 
through a discourse on Neutra's Age Recognition . The keywords of the subjects were sorted out as a number of items and examined 

from the viewpoint of the hierarchical composition of the meaning, by extracting the thesis which becomes the subject from his thesis, 
which leads to the policy and method. Age Recognition shown in Neutra's book is consisted of the second level of five items of 
"Environment", "Civilization", "Style", "Construction", and "Beauty". "Environment" consists of [natural environment] and [artificial 
environment]. "Civilization" is [technology], [technology / machine], [standardization], [product / material], [performance], 
[Maintenance], and [User / client].  In this paper I mainly focus on the items of the second level, from the items which are 
particularly mentioned and exhaustively examined in each chapter.  
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The velocity differential of those two processes ( the natural 
scene and Man-made environment ) is fraught with 
dangerous friction

4 13  

In nature, growing and functioning are inseparable, 
mutually determined, and simultaneous life processes… In 
human creations, being produced and functioning always 
follow upon each other, and full harmony between the two is 
really never accomplished.

10 2  
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One does not have to be an out-and-out environmentalist to be 
concerned about the baleful influence of such man-made 
surroundings. (

) 4 5  

We have seen that nature can be interpreted by human brains 
as functional and orderly…In this view, on this level of mental 
functioning, all the phenomena of nature seem purposefully 
interrelated. But sometimes we feel we must temporarily 
abandon the effect to understand the world in such terms. 
Then, for an interval, we experience a peculiar mental 
relaxation.

17 10 2  
Nevertheless, California is granted some co-ownership; the 
genius loci is given a specific share of influence and control.

35 2 2  

 

NATURE’S FORMS GROW QUITE DIFFERENTLY but they 
often are models for those designs which man produces, 
accepts, and, before long, strangely tires of.

10 0  

(Émile Zola)

5 24 25 26 30

5 39  

The Eternal City bears striking testimony to the shipwreck of 
a multitude of plans and designs that have forever remained 
frustrated fragments. In the present, things may be different 
from what they were in the past, perhaps, but certainly not 
better. The controversial, calamitous character of 
contemporary towns…

1 8  

Conditions closer to our natural wants can be regained in our 
constructed environment if productions are physiologically 
probed.

11 19  

1920 30

 
The primary interest is in what seems to remain ‘constant’ in 
these human consumers; it will be reckoned with as firm 
ground.

44 3 1  
Our curiosity proceeds to what may be modifiable in human 
make-up and to what possibly should and could be changed in 
everyday requirements.

44 3 2  
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There it is often assumed that things are removed from design 
influence and determined by constitutional equipment and 
genes. What seems hereditary, however, is often influenced by 
the prenatal, the uterine environment, and the condition of a 
child-bearing mother is not independent of the situations in 
which she finds herself for the act of birth.

31 24  

 

Yet, there remains an urgent inescapable problem staring us 
in the face; today more than ever we seem confronted with the 
anxious question as to whether the human race is fatefully 
self-destructive and thus destined to perish from the earth, or 
whether by our own design we may attempt and assure our 
survival.

2 25  
What are the means of willful design and what are its ends, 
provided we can make these means work?

2 26  

 

164 46
44 15 10
13 4
32 7

Yet another attitude has come increasingly to assert itself in 
everyday design at its best.

5 45  
But such detachment is justifiable only as a means, not as an 
end in itself.

47 2  

 

Standardization and a functional concept of what a thing is or 
rather how it ought to perform are unavoidable in an 
industrialized world.

7 8  
It is true that the cost of suitable materials may at first be high 
as it is in the case of all innovations; but if such materials are 
in increasing demand, a way is found to manufacture them at 
reasonable prices. Such demand is all-powerful motivation of 
an industrialized civilization.

11 16   
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The home catalogues of mail-order firms showed more models 
and variable trimming than the company could handle 
economically; and sales correspondence was carried on in plain 
envelopes, lest the purchaser be found out by his neighbors 
and taunted for acquiring a house that was not individually 
built. But would such have meant a specific fit?

7 12  

19 1930

 

Expanding industry and building activity have not created 
uniformity; on the contrary, they have tended to destroy a 
wholesome measure of uniformity which had existed earlier.

7 24  

The handling of our technical problems becomes more 
matter-of-fact, less involved in ritual, charm, or prayer.

13 2  

7 12

 

There was general fear that uniformity might spread over 
the globe and destroy the joy of living. At any price, the 
monster monotony was to be kept at bay, even by far-fetched 
means.

7 13  
Design resisted the trend to standardization in the name of 
so-called Individualism… These were merely mimicked; a 

common flimsiness was genuinely of our own speculative age.

7 10  
7 8

 
If they criticized it at all, their censuring was mild compared 
with their denunciations of the dreadful monotony that would 
result from industrial standardization in architecture.

7 11  
It is a kind of mass standardization of housing far beyond 
anything ever attempted or conceived in the industrial age.

7 17  

 

The appearance of each of these places is most often one of a 
natural uniformity, and not of a wild variety of production 
methods. Identical roofing material in given region naturally 
calls for an identical roof slope.

7 14  
A wise standardization reduces production problems and the 
number of individual ‘set-ups’ and operations.

8 1  
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The glorious ‘unity of material’ was a thing of the past. The 
‘raw materials’ were no longer raw, but themselves end 
products of long drawn-out and widely scattered 
manufacturing processes

6 33  

 
It must survive on the open market, prove its mettle against 
competition. But then our man-made surroundings, our 
human products will in the last analysis and over long periods 
have to demonstrate their wholesomeness not only for the 
individual consumer but to aid the survival of the race itself.

10 7  

 

Also in neighboring fields, quality specifications have been 
replaced by performance specifications, that is, by a 
description of the performance capacity and operational 
objective… What is actually given him or what he asks for 
from the supplier’s agent is a performance guarantee.

6 36  
(quality) (performance)

 

Eternity without maintenance was here the aspiration.

8 26  

And so to make a change has sounded crazy to many a 
‘practical’ man.

46 95  
 

 

And never must we lose a sincere, enlightened interest in the 
ultimate consumer – our species as a whole

. 2 27 2  
We have keenly felt the need to probe into the general 
background of design and to search for the methods that ought 
to make its activity safe and sound for its vast consumership.

44 2  
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This paper is intended to comprehensively and relatively grasp the content and its position of the book 

Survival Through Design, as a discourse on Neutra's Age Recognition . The keywords of the subjects were 
sorted out as a number of items and examined from the viewpoint of the hierarchical composition of the meaning, 
by extracting the thesis which becomes the subject from his thesis, which leads to the policy and method. Age 
Recognition  shown in Neutra's book is consisted of the second level of five items of "environment", "civilization", 
"style", "construction", and "beauty". "Environment" consists of [natural environment] and [artificial 
environment]. "Civilization" is [technology], [technology / machine], [standardization], [product / material], 
[performance], [maintenance], and [user / client].  In this paper I mainly focus on the items of the second level, 
from the items, which are particularly mentioned and exhaustively examined in each chapter.   

First, concerning Neutra 's concept of "Environment", he shows concern about human beings being separated 
from "nature", and the necessity of "finding" the interrelationship of natural phenomena from "nature". In 
particular, it will be distinguished by the uniqueness of the collaborative "Genius Loci" in California. At the same 
time, Neutra shows the necessity of gazing at the individuality to each of the "nature" components according to 
the growth and function of "nature", "to find" harmony between growth and function in the "natural 
environment". In [artificial environment], he looked at production (growth) and discordance of function, and 
contrast with [natural environment]. Neutra raises "found out" "function founded" from "natural environment", 
which is different from the general modern functional theory, he said "function" to his own "biology" As a matter 
of fact, we have identified the "adjustment", "change" of the environment by ourselves. 

Then, as a concept about his "Civilization", although [technology] itself shows the expectation for the 
transformation that life brings to life and the interest in adaptation of its design, [technology] is only a means, at 
the same time, its progress is obviously an opportunity to lose human nature. Among them, he finds a clear 
difference between "standardization" by [technology] and the "unity" that responds to the characteristics of the 
region, that is, it leads to the authenticity of regionalism. This "unity" is a concern for altering the way of making 
towns and buildings by "standardization" and the act of daily life itself, he was conscious of that. And he 
presented consistency created by form, material, scale etc. as his own "useful scale". In other words, it can be said 
that Neutra positions [technology] under the interaction of nature and humanity. This is also in agreement with 
the second phase of Walter Benjamin's technology two stages (the first stage of which is to conquer nature). 

From the perspective of such civilization, Neutra is a necessary condition for "Survival" that Neutra is the 
subject, positive standardization of materials, and improvement of construction technology by the 
standardization taking into account the characteristics of the region. He acquired a viewpoint on harmony of 
both with the universality of recruitment and the individuality of the importance of the material of "raw" for the 
"Survival" of humanity for his architectural design. 
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