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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to reveal the factors that affect the motivations of Japanese university students
to engage in short-term studies abroad. Although, there has been some prior research mainly on overseas
cases that have examined the students’ orientations for studying abroad related to social selectivity, the studies
analyzing Japanese youth, were limited and collected at a specific university. Therefore, this study used a large-
scale national statistical survey data on university student life to consider the factors that affect the orientations
to studying abroad, such as the students’ family background, the university’s academic ranking, and employment
anxiety. Results showed that factors of students’ family income and universities’ ranking also affected students’
expectations for short-term studies abroad. Moreover, the students’ level of employment anxiety also had
effects. These analyses confirmed that the opportunity and incentive for short-term studies abroad are formed
in a complex manner based upon these factors.
[Key words: Japanese university students study abroad, social selectivity, social class, academic achievement,

employment anxiety]
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