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Abstract

The purpose of this paper was to reveal the relationship between Japanese students’ experience of studying
abroad and the contents of their careers. While there have been a few foreign studies that have examined “how
the experience of students’ study abroad is linked with international jobs,” little attention has been paid to the
Japanese case. This paper, therefore, used large-scale national statistical survey data to analyze the correlation
between Japanese students’ experience of studying abroad, their use of English at work, and the potential for
working abroad in the future from the conceptual outline of “vocational relevance.” Results showed that the
effect of the experience of the students’ studying abroad affected both a high frequency of English use at work
and the probability of working abroad. These analyses confirmed the “vocational relevance” of students’ study
abroad for the Japanese labor system.
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