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P. L. Berger’s Argument for Capitalism
—In Contrast with M. Novak——

Naoki IKEDA
Graduate School of Intercultural Studies, Kobe University
Email: n.ikeda.kobe@gmail.com

The purpose of this paper is to interpret Peter L. Berger’s thought in the 1980s,
especially his argument for capitalism in relation to neoconservatism. It is generally
considered that Berger was initially sympathetic to neoconservatism in the 1970s
and ’80s before gradually moving away from these views in the *90s. However, this
paper argues that the factors which eventually led to this breakdown in relations
already existed in the 1980s. In order to demonstrate this, the present paper
contrasts Berger’s argument for capitalism with the corresponding argument
of Michael Novak, who was not only a neoconservative but also one of Berger’s
dialogue partners during this period.

Berger developed his argument out of concern for the development of the Third
World. He dealt with this theme in the ’70s, gradually coming to perceive the
affinity of his view of society with capitalism.

Novak sought a religious justification for capitalism in the 70s and ’80s, when
attacks on capitalism and American society were intensifying. He borrowed
key ideas from the “Protestant ethic” thesis of Max Weber. He emphasized
that capitalism was infused with the spirit of the Judeo-Christian tradition. In
addition, he maintained that capitalism would necessarily connect with democracy
and that, in bringing about pluralism, capitalism also resonated with the spirit of
the Judeo-Christian tradition.

Although Berger’s argument has a lot in common with that of Novak, there
are at least four important and illuminating differences. These are the extent
of the interrelation between capitalism and democracy, the possibility of a
religious justification for capitalism, the authors’ interpretation of the “Protestant
ethic” thesis proposed by Weber, and their views of American society. Generally
speaking, while Berger undoubtedly supports capitalism, he maintains a certain
distance from Novak’s particularly religious argument in support of it.

Keywords: capitalism, M. Weber, neoconservatism

38



	ソシオロジ_ページ_01
	ソシオロジ_ページ_02
	ソシオロジ_ページ_03
	ソシオロジ_ページ_04
	ソシオロジ_ページ_05
	ソシオロジ_ページ_06
	ソシオロジ_ページ_07
	ソシオロジ_ページ_08
	ソシオロジ_ページ_09
	ソシオロジ_ページ_10
	ソシオロジ_ページ_11
	ソシオロジ_ページ_12
	ソシオロジ_ページ_13
	ソシオロジ_ページ_14
	ソシオロジ_ページ_15
	ソシオロジ_ページ_16
	ソシオロジ_ページ_17
	ソシオロジ_ページ_18

